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Almost 11 years ago, Hurricane
Katrina unleashed its wrath over
the Gulf Coast of the U.S. Rescue
teams scrambled in cities, such as
New Orleans, to help flood victims
and other survivors. The unpreparedness and unorganized rescue efforts persuaded Geoff Burkart and his son Vann, an alum of
UWG, to establish The Guardian
Centers (GC).
Opened in 2013, GC is a
Disaster Preparedness and Tactical training center located in Perry, Ga. It is designed to help federal and state organizations and
first responders work together to
act swiftly and decisively in times
of crisis, using real-world scenarios and operations.
“There’s plenty of military
and state sites, but there aren’t
many that can accommodate multiple agencies, organizations and/
or departments that can come
together and train together like
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they would in a real-world, largescale incident,” said Vann Burkart,
co-founder and program director
for GC.
GC is unlike any other
training facility in the world. The
campus consists of nine hands-on
training areas including a residential flood area, small arms range,
staging area, an explosive range
and a modern cityscape that enables realistic, large-scale exercises. Each area is tailored to the
specific needs of those who train
there, whether it is military or state
organizations.
GC not only has the capability to deliver customized training
and exercises but tailored training
courses as well. Inspired by the
ninth ward in New Orleans during
Hurricane Katrina, the residential
flood area can replicate a residential flood scenario where an entire
neighborhood with fully constructed concrete homes can be flooded
up to eight feet deep. Obstacles
such as furniture, outside fencing, swing sets and vehicles in the
streets and yards are put in place
to enhance the training experience
and bring awareness towards preventing any damage to responder

Photo Credit: Guardian Center

EXTRA,
EXTRA!
thewestgeorgian.com

equipment and victims.
Between August 8 and August 14 Louisiana received about
6.9 trillion gallons of rain which resulted in extreme flooding in many
areas, especially Baton Rouge.
Because of places like GC, first responders knew how to handle the
situation effectively.
“Everyone comes here
looking for the appropriate training
from us,” said Vann. “It’s all across
the board. Everything from military
to federal organizations, to state
departments, all the way down to
local jurisdiction departments, from
disaster response, both manmade
and natural disasters, special ops
forces to tactical training. We try to
be everything to everybody.”
To make the training as
real as possible, GC also uses civilians to play the part. Actors will
come in and role play as victims or
aggressors alongside life-like mannequins that breathe, cough and
react to their surroundings. In the
residential flood area, each house
is equipped with full attics and
roofs. Role players can be inserted
into these attics and then rescued
just like in an actual flood situation.
The roofs can also be cut into to
extract role playing victims.
When there is not a first
response group occupying the facility, GC is open to other organizations. Airsoft programs use the
facility as military grounds, and every Saturday before Halloween GC
hosts the Zombie Run. It is the biggest 5K run that they do with six to
seven thousand participants. As of
now, the run is not used as a fundraiser but has been in the past for
Smile Train, a cleft lip and palate
childrens charity.
GC does not end in Perry,
Ga. Their goal is to build smaller
training facilities in other regions of
the country like the Northeast and
Southwest. Those training centers
will not be as big as the primary
facility in Perry, Ga., but they will
provide excellent training courses
and curriculum development.
“We pride ourselves in being the best that we can be, and
that means providing everything
that an organization would need
to succeed in a real-life scenario,”

Put your press hats on and
join our team!
Come to our staff meetings every Monday at 9:30 a.m.
in UCC 111 or email us at thewestgeorgian@gmail.com
thewestgeorgian

@thewestgeorgian

Facebook.com/TheWestGeorgian

2 | September 19 - September 25, 2016 | Vol. 71, Ed. 2 | The West Georgian

news

Carrollton Restaurant Looks to Change Social Atmosphere
Ashlyn Fluker
Contributing Writer
afluker1@my.westga.edu

Rocky’s Bar and Grill, located on Columbia
Drive, is one of Carrollton’s latest eateries to
open. The restaurant opened April 2, 2016 with
hopes of bringing a taste of Texas to Carrollton.
Jelisa Crane, the restaurant’s owner, knew that
Carrollton needed a livelier venue than what
she had seen when she moved to Carrollton
seven years ago.
Rocky’s shares some similarities to other Carrollton bars and restaurants but also has
amenities that make the restaurant stand out.
With flat screens at every corner, a dance floor
and a couple of pool tables, Rocky’s Bar and
Grill has the atmosphere for a good night. Customers can dance, play pool, or even sit at the
bar and catch highlights of big games. Because
the restaurant is fairly new, it has had trouble
generating customers during the daytime.
“It’s hard getting people to come in
because they see the restaurant but not many

cars in the parking lot,” said Crane. “Many people don’t know what we’re about.”
In the day, Rocky’s is seen as quiet and pleasingly graceful, serving dishes such as pastas
and steaks. During nights, specifically Friday, is
when students and Carrollton locals can come
in and express their creativity through karaoke,
dance battles and DJ’ing.
Crane wants to create an aura where
everyone feels welcome. She reflected on one
Friday night where everyone enjoyed themselves while they ate and danced.
“It was just great energy,” said Crane. “There
was no violence, no fighting, which was amazing to see. I just want everyone to feel like they
belong here.”
As a responsible bar owner should,
Crane considers the dangers of students going
to bars and driving home. She explained how
she wants to create a safe space for individuals when they are inebriated by keeping the
restaurant open late. Keeping the restaurant
open late allows the students to sober up by
eating before trying to drive home, unlike the
bars where closing hours approach and bar goers are forced to leave. Rocky’s is not far from

the university, and is even closer to the student
apartments off-campus.
Rocky’s Bar and Grill self-proclaims
themselves as having the best wings in the
city. With so much wing competition in Carrollton, Rocky’s must have something to set them
apart. Their secret? Many of their sauces are a
home recipe.
“I don’t care for sauces you can buy
from a grocery store,” Crane said. “Even if I
use a sauce from a grocery store I have to add
my own ingredients to it to achieve that unique
taste.”
The store owner wants to eventually
have her own line of wing sauces. The sauces allotted to customers range from “sweet and
spicy” to “jalapeno ranch.” Crane provides a variety of wing sauces and toppings that all have
a distinct taste that wing lovers will not find anywhere else in Carrollton.
Another advantage with Rocky’s is their
location. With the restaurant being so close to
the university, it provides students with more
options surrounding West Georgia. Rocky’s Bar
and Grill also delivers to any location and has
all types of food options for different taste buds.
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associated press
Clinton Rips Trump
on ‘Birtherism’ Before
Hispanic Group
Ken Thomas

Behind Health Law’s ‘Growing
Pains,’ More Serious Problems?
Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar
Associated Press

Associated Press

Hillary Clinton on Thursday accused rival Donald
Trump of fostering ugliness and bigotry by refusing to
acknowledge President Barack Obama was born in the
United States, and urged Hispanic leaders to stoke a
large voter turnout in November’s election.
Taking the stage shortly after Obama, Clinton
noted at a gala of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus
Institute that Trump had declined to acknowledge the
outgoing president had been born in the United States.
Trump, who helped fuel the rise of the so-called “birther
movement,” told The Washington Post in an interview
that he would “answer that question at the right time. I
just don’t want to answer it yet.”
“He was asked one more time where was
President Obama born and he still wouldn’t say Hawaii.
He still wouldn’t say America,” Clinton said. “This man
wants to be our next president? When will he stop this
ugliness, this bigotry?”
Obama and Clinton made successive appeals
to 3,000 Hispanic leaders and supporters, pointing to a
large turnout of Latino voters as the antidote to Trump.
Both noted the Republican’s hard-line position on immigration, referencing his opposition to a comprehensive overhaul of the system and his vows to build a wall
along the Mexican border.
Obama said the political season’s discussion
of immigration “has cut deeper than in years past. It’s
a little more personal, a little meaner, a little uglier.” He
said Latinos need to “decide who the real America is”
and push back against the notion that the nation “only
includes a few of us.”
“We can’t let that brand of politics win. And if
we band together and organize our communities, if we
deliver enough votes, then the better angels of our nature will carry the day,” Obama said.
Clinton vowed again to complete Obama’s unsuccessful push to achieve comprehensive immigration reform, including a pathway to citizenship for the
estimated 11 million immigrants who are in the country
illegally. She reiterated her intention to release a plan
to overhaul the immigration system during her first 100
days in office and expand programs that have protected some groups of immigrants from deportation, including those who arrived in the U.S. as children and the
parents of U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents.
Pointing to the benefits of a diverse nation,
Clinton seized upon Trump’s unwillingness to say
Obama was born in the United States and his past support for the “birther” movement questioning Obama’s
citizenship.
“We need to stand up and repudiate this divisive rhetoric,” Clinton said. “We need to stop him conclusively in November in an election that sends a message that even he can hear.”
While the president and his potential successor did not appear onstage together, they did chat for
about 15 minutes backstage. The event represented a
passing of the torch before a key Democratic constituency.
Obama captured 71 percent of Latino voters
against Republican Mitt Romney in 2012, a lopsided
outcome that Clinton hopes to replicate with about eight
weeks remaining before Election Day. Facing tightening polls against Trump, Clinton’s ability to garner big
margins from Hispanics could be critical in battleground
states such as Florida, Nevada and Colorado.
The president made no mention of Trump by
name but alluded to his candidacy, saying if the nation
is going to fix the immigration system, “then we’re going
to have to push back against bluster and falsehoods
and promises of higher walls. We need a comprehensive solution.”
Obama’s attempt to shield parents from deportation is in limbo after the Supreme Court deadlocked
on a decision in a case challenging the president’s authority to expand the deportation protection program.
The president is ramping up his campaign activities on behalf of Clinton. Obama headlined his first
solo event for his former secretary of state earlier this
week in Philadelphia, and will appear alongside her at a
dinner for the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
on Saturday.

President Barack Obama told insurers this week his health care overhaul has had some growing pains.
But with premiums rising and marquee insurers bailing, could the real
diagnosis be “failure to thrive?”
The medical term refers
to when patients, often youngsters
but also adults, fail to achieve or
maintain proper weight. This is the
fourth election cycle in which the Affordable Care Act has been in play,
struggling for political traction and a
healthy level of acceptance from a
divided public.
“Progress has not been
without challenges,” Obama wrote
insurers. “Most new enterprises
have growing pains and opportunities for improvement.” He asked for
help with the fourth sign-up season,
which starts Nov. 1.
Here’s a look at key indicators for the health of “Obamacare,”
now and in the future:
UNINSURED: IN REMISSION, BUT NO FULL CURE
The uninsured rate is 8.6
percent, a historic low, according
to the most up-to-date government
numbers. That means at least 21
million fewer people uninsured
since the law passed in 2010, reversing decades-long coverage
losses. Experts credit the law for
nearly all the progress.
That’s to be expected when
the government requires most people to have health insurance, provides tens of billions of dollars a
year to subsidize premiums, and
imposes fines on holdouts remaining uninsured. The law also bars
insurers from turning away those in
poor health.
The concern now is that so
many remain uninsured — about
27 million people. Of those, the
administration has estimated that
nearly half would be eligible for private coverage through insurance
markets like HealthCare.gov, where
most consumers qualify for subsidies. More customers would help
stabilize premiums.
Prognosis: Slower progress; risk of relapse.
COST:
TEMPERATURE
RISING
So far, the Affordable Care
Act has actually cost taxpayers less
than what nonpartisan congressional experts estimated when it
passed. That’s because fewer people than expected are covered, and
also the average subsidy has been
lower than originally projected.
But the story on costs looks
different from the perspective of the
11 million customers in the law’s
insurance markets. Premiums in
many communities are expected to
go up significantly for 2017. Not a
big worry, says the administration,
because subsidies will also rise,
shielding most consumers. Yet
some may have to switch plans, or
settle for a higher deductible.
Medicare
chief
Andy
Slavitt, who oversees the health
care law, says part of the problem
is that insurers set their premiums
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too low and are now having to correct that. “Once these one-time effects kick in, our expectation is we
will see a very normalized rate of
growth,” Slavitt said.
But if higher premiums
cause some consumers to drop
out, or turn off prospective customers, the remaining pool will be more
expensive to cover. That could start
a vicious cycle.
The cost of covering low-income beneficiaries through the
law’s Medicaid expansion also has
increased faster than expected.
Prognosis: Frequent monitoring needed.
QUALITY AND CHOICE:
STILL SEEN AS A PLUS
Sixty-eight percent of consumers who have a plan through
the health law’s marketplaces rate
their overall coverage as excellent
or good. A recent survey by the
nonpartisan Kaiser Family Foundation also found high satisfaction
with choice of hospitals and doctors, and with copays. But only
about half were satisfied with their
annual deductibles.
In a worrisome sign, the
survey found fewer customers than
in previous years saying that overall, their plans are a good value for
what they pay. That has slipped below 50 percent.
So far, Obama’s law seems
to have helped with the financial
health of many working families.
Major government and private
surveys have found fewer people
struggling to pay medical bills, coinciding with the law’s coverage
expansion. Impacts on physical
health will take more time to clearly
discern.
A big test is looming next
year. Insurers that have suffered
steep financial losses are scaling
back participation, and many consumers, particularly in small cities and rural areas, face reduced
choice. That could have ripple effects on choice of medical providers.
Prognosis: Guarded.
POLITICAL
ACCEPTANCE: TBD
Major legislation often has
problems and unintended consequences, forcing Congress to retool.
With very few exceptions,
political polarization has shut down
that option for the 2010 health care
law. Polls show that the public remains divided, and opponents have
an edge in terms of intensity.
On the political right, the
prevailing view remains that the
whole law must be repealed. It’s
unclear if Republicans would be
willing to leave millions of people
uninsured to accomplish that.
On the left, the push is to
expand the law by enriching subsidies and introducing a government-sponsored “public option” insurance plan.
Divided government has
been able to bridge wide policy differences in the past, but partisanship has seldom been as heated.
Prognosis:
Clearly,
Obama’s health care legacy is in
the hands of his successor.
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The Curious Case of a UWG Video Coordinator
Johnny Jorgensen
Contributing Writer
jjorgen1@my.westga.edu

Don Jones sits up in the
stands at University Stadium as he records the UWG
football team locked in a
close annual rivalry game
with Valdosta State University. It’s third down, and the
Wolves are down by one
with five minutes left in the
game. Dallas Dickey rolls
out of the pocket and runs
nine yards into the end
zone for what would be the
deciding score in the game.
Donald Jones, a big fan of
the Wolves, got it all on
film, to which UWG used to
help motivate the team for
the rest of the year.
Jones has not always been a crazed fan
at UWG. He comes from
humble beginnings. He
was born in 1989 in Tampa,
Fl. Even though he was the
older of two boys, Jones
was the smallest and got
all of his mother’s attention.
However, he was given no
slack when competing with
his younger brother in anything. Jones and his family
have always been competitive, especially in sports.
In 1995, Jones’
family relocated to Warner Robins, Ga. for his father’s job. He was entering

first grade and had hopes
of playing football. At the
beginning of his freshman
season, Jones was the
fourth string quarterback.
By his senior year, Jones
had become a highly
sought after quarterback
who was selected to multiple All-Star selections coming out of high school.
Jones life changed
when he accepted a full
ride scholarship to play
football at the University of
Florida. He was ready to be
added to the list of greats to
play for the Gators. His college career and life would
take a turn when in October of 2008 Jones suffered
a season-ending torn ACL.
He remembered saying to
Coach Urban Myer, “give
my scholarship to someone who can keep helping
this team.” Myer met with
Jones and his family later
in the week where they all
agreed that Jones would
forfeit his scholarship in efforts to help the team. The
Gators went on to win the
NCAA championship that
year, to which they mailed
Jones his ring months later.
“I was so happy for
them, but at the same time,
I was devastated when I
got that ring,” said Jones. “I
didn’t even consider it to be
mine.”

After his freshman
year, Jones was not offered a spot back on the
team and decided to leave
Gainesville. In the years
following, he played semipro football in the Southern Football League (SFL).
He, along with two of his
teammates, were selected
to the 2010 SFL All-Star
game where he met an
agent, Ken Fosters. Fosters was a players agent
for the Canadian Football
League (CFL), and the CFL
was interested in signing
him. Jones pondered the
decision to move to Canada and further his football
career at a bigger stage but
turned it down. Two years
later the SFL collapsed,
and Jones was out of a job
and football.
He took time exploring his options when
he had a brief job at Bank
of America but felt that
was not what he wanted to do for the rest of his
life. He decided to go back
to school and enrolled at
UWG. Still being infatuated with sports, especially
football, Jones attended
as many Wolves games
as possible. In doing so he
met Nick Grosso, a video
coordinator for the football team. Grosso helped
him get a position record-
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ing game footage for the
Wolves.
Jones began recording all of the football
games he could go to. After each game, he sent the
footage to Head Football
Coach Will Hall.
For the 2016 football season Jones will be
working for the football
team doing exactly what he
has developed a passion

for: helping the team win in
any way possible. He can
be seen at the east end of
the stadium on a lift recording each game with professional equipment provided
by the Wolves.
“I am excited about
this opportunity and hope
that this will one day lead to
a chance for me to continue my passion with sports,”
explained Jones.

Photo Credit: Jordan Heard
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arts & entertainment
A Dead Bear and His Horror Band of Zombies
Anndrea Ours
Editor-in-Chief
aours1@gmail.com

Bear Rowell steps up to the microphone. He holds his guitar and
begins looking around the dimly lit
room. He wears a dingy but nicely
pressed grey dress coat. His face
is covered in white face makeup,
and his eyes are painted black.
From a distance he looks like a
dead man standing. This man is
no longer Bear Rowell. He is a deceased preacher. He is a sinner.
He now must sing and tell the stories of his life as a dead man.
Rowell is the lead vocalist and guitarist for the local horror
punk/gothic country band Graveyard Gospel. On stage, the band
acts as zombie church officials: a
“greasy youth pastor,” a “terminally abused altar boy” and a deacon
named “Brother Bishop.” To stay
in character the band address the
audience as a church congregation. They paint their faces and
wear dingy, tattered dress clothes
to appear dead. The band is in the
process of recording their first original album, but what they do is not
solely about the music. The live
performances are what make them
stand out.
“We always send around a

collection plate and ask the congregation to give 10 percent of
their cigarettes to the church—a
cigarette tithe,” says Rowell.
The band is working towards developing their performances. Rowell wants to create
great music, but more importantly,
he wants to create an even greater atmosphere. Graveyard Gospel strives for entertainment and
a good show. Since the band is
growing and changing, each live
performance is always different
than the last. For Graveyard Gospels next act, the band is scheduled to haunt The Pointe bar in
Conyers, Ga. on Sept. 24 at 9 p.m.
“We’ve got some strange
stuff planned,” says Rowell.
“Hopefully it will make some people uncomfortable. It’ll be great.”
Graveyard Gospel does
not set out to offend; instead the
band criticizes church officials who
abuse power. Performances have
a satirical edge on Christian practices, such as baptism, reading
the bible, preaching and collecting an offering. The lyrics to original songs are explicit, containing
themes such as corpse violation,
murder, hell, condemnation and
the uncanny. However, the goal of
the band is not to challenge religious principles but rather to entertain.

“It’s not an intentional jab,
at least not at the common man,”
says Rowell. “It’s a jab at the big
super churches and the kind of
skeevy practices of some pastors
and church leaders.”
Rowell found inspiration from the gothic country band
Those Poor Bastards before creating Graveyard Gospel. Out of his
inspiration, Rowell wrote the song
“The Presence of Evil.”
“I wanted to make my own
version of that back woods, creepy,
oddly religiously slanted music,”
says Bear.
He shared the song with
his friend and now bandmate Clifton Bishop, and the two coincidently shared an interest in creating a
horror-themed band. Thus, Graveyard Gospel was born. Later they
added a third member; today they
are a guitar, bass and drum trio.
Before his time with
Graveyard Gospel, Rowell grew
up in a nuclear family that attended
church where they applied themselves musically.
“My childhood was pretty
great,” says Rowell. “I’m not one
of these tortured souls that had a
rough time. I had parents that were
really supportive and loving of my
music interests. It was the dream.”
He had a natural curiosity for music. He always sang in church as a

kid—it was expected of him.
“I can’t remember a time
in which I didn’t sing,” says Rowell.
“I have a lot of fond memories of
traditional hymn music and some
of the gospel I was exposed to. So
a lot of it is just a genuine honest
influence.”
Rowell believes there is
room for error when performing
with Graveyard Gospel. The band
can mess up and the mistake
would go unnoticed. The bands act
is fast and loud which allows Rowell to let loose, feel comfortable
and have fun.
“I’m really a very mild
mannered type of person,” says
Rowell. “I’m very introverted and
shy, but on stage I’m a complete
weirdo and too friendly in a creepy
way. It’s a big rush. It’s a big confidence boost. It’s liberating.”
The final anthem comes
to a halt. Bear Rowell backs away
from the microphone and looks
out at all the eyes locked on him.
He holds his guitar with sweating
palms. His face makeup has mostly sweated off onto his already
dingy church clothes. From a distance he still looks like a dead man
standing but rather one who has
suffered. This man told his story
and is now exhausted from the act.
The dead preacher can now find
rest until his next haunting sermon.

Photo Credits: Anndrea Ours
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opinion / editorial
When the Bough Breaks is Predictable, But Still Good
Annierra Matthews
Chief Copy Editor
amatthe9@my.westga.edu

When the Bough Breaks,
a thriller starring Regina
Hall, Morris Chestnut and
newcomer Jaz Sinclair, tells
the story about a married
couple wanting to have a
baby. Laura Taylor (Hall)
is unable to carry a child,
and with three previous
miscarriages, her and her
husband John (Chestnut)
search for a surrogate
mother to carry their baby
for them. In comes Anna
“Walsh” (Sinclair). She is
the perfect fit and wants
to be a surrogate for the
Taylors. Of course, her
innocent and shy persona
is not what it seems.
Sinclair
plays
Anna quite well. Her timid
smile, kind voice and
expressive eyes all lend
itself to happy Anna, the
one who is sweet and
pretends to not know she
oversteps her boundaries.
The writers created a
manipulative,
desperate
and crazed character in
Anna.
Innocence suits
her, and she uses it to
her advantage. Her goal:
John. She wants him and
attempts to seduce him
numerous times. She goes
as far as to send sexy
videos of herself to his
work email account.
Sinclair gets all the
credit for her performance
later in the film, too. Once
John’s
rejection
hits,
Sinclair goes from happy

Anna to unhappy Anna.
And is she unhappy. She
kills the pet cat, Miss
Havisham, throws a chair
into a glass table and
threatens to keep the baby.
The audience knows she
has snapped when she cuts
herself with John’s razor
in her bathtub. She also
sings “Rock-A-Bye Baby”
as she does so. If that
was not proof of the bough
breaking, then nothing else
was. That scene was most
significant, a great contrast
from happy Anna.
In
previous
scenes, she was in that
same bathtub, content,
reading a book, quoting a
motivational phrase about
her being in control and
happy. Now, she has had
enough; unhappy Anna is
unleashed. Viewers can
easily guess what happens
after that.
The foreshadowing
left several clues. The
mention of the lake
house, the teddy bear
Laura receives at her
baby shower, the scenes
with Miss Havisham and
the murdering of Anna’s
abusive
ex-boyfriend,
Mike Mitchell (Theo Rossi)
all work to heighten the
story. The viewer may not
know exactly how the lake
house, the bear and Miss
Havisham will play out in
the story. However, after
Anna kills Mike because
of how he treated her,
they automatically know
Anna will attempt to kill
Laura and/or John. From
this scene, they also know

Anna’s true character.
Not only does
Sinclair deliver, but Hall
and Chestnut perform
well, too. A sympathetic
audience would want them
to succeed and be happy
in the end with their new
baby. Hall has pull-ofthe-heartstring moments,
particularly when she hears
the news of possibly having
a surrogate, when she
misses the first ultrasound
appointment due to work
and when finds out Anna
destroyed her baby room
as an at of revenge for
being with John.
All of her emotions are
the forefront, which work
to really get the audience
attuned with what she feels
scene by scene.
Chestnut
snags
the audience with his heroic
and helpful character.
For one, when Anna’s
boyfriend beats her, she
calls John, who tells her she
has another place to stay
when she says she does
not. He is also sensitive
and understanding toward
Laura when she tells him
she is not ready for intimacy
yet after the miscarriages
she’s
endured.
The
audience starts to fall for
John after that. They see
what Laura and Anna see
in him: compassion and
gentleness.
Laura and John
have
their
downfalls,
however. His was his
secretive behavior in not
telling Laura about Anna’s
inappropriate
behavior
toward him. He wanted to

endure for his wife’s sake.
He thought he could handle
it. Laura’s downfall was her
hope and eagerness; she
was excited about Anna,
even invited her to dinner
and went to the diner
where she worked to meet
her. These traits got them
into trouble.
As for the ending,
it could have been better.
After John takes the baby
from Anna’s bed and after
a brutal fight between
the two, he stands in the
window, listening to police
sirens. Then he turns to

Laura and tells her it will
be okay. All the while,
Laura sits on the couch
holding the baby Anna was
supposed to birth for them.
Then the credits come. The
viewer wonders what will
be okay. Is it the baby? Is
it their future? We do not
know.
Though
the
viewer already knows the
story, especially if they
watched the trailer, it is
still a good film to watch
for entertainment or just
to support black actresses
and actors in Hollywood.
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Where will Businesses
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It is bad enough that Americans are
slowly getting their Holidays taken
away from them by retail businesses.
Holidays like Labor Day and Memorial Day, days that are supposed to
be reserved for remembrance and
our veterans, are overrun by blowout
sales and profit-hungry corporations.
Advertisers completely ignore the real
reason for a holiday and instead try to
persuade a person to use their holiday off to spend money at their store.
Advertisers will ignore all things sacred
and decent in order to make additional
profits. Now, our days of mourning are
starting to get taken over.
What happened on September 11, 2001 does not need to be
recapped, but a recent advertisement
related to the horrible day DOES need
to be recapped. A mattress store in
San Antonio, Texas, launched a sale
on mattresses in the beginning of
September. The advertisement was
their ‘Twin Tower Mattress Sale’ where
a customer could buy any size mattress for the price of a twin mattress.
The television commercial, which was
posted on the company’s Facebook
page, showed a woman talking about
the sale with two tall men standing
behind her. What is difficult to see at
the beginning of the commercial is that
these fine gentlemen are standing in
front of two stacks of mattresses. After
the woman does her piece on how

amazing it would be to buy a bed on
September 11th, the men knock down
the ‘Twin Tower’ stacks of mattresses,
with mocking screams and shrieks
in the background. The woman turns
around, examines the ‘damage’ and
slowly turns back to the camera with a
startled look on her face, and ends the
commercial with the line ‘we will never
forget.’
This obviously made many
people sick to their stomachs with
distaste for the advertisement. The
followers of their Facebook page
reacted immediately to the advertisement with disgust and called for the
advertisement to be removed. The
advertisement was immediately pulled
and the store has been indefinitely
closed by the store’s owner, according
to CNN. The owner issued an apology,
admitted to his mistakes and pledged
to donate money to a 9-11 memorial fund. But this incident presents a
bigger issue. Advertisers and people who deal with the public need to
have the decency to observe a day of
importance and not take advantage of
people having the day off in order to
make money. Somewhere the line has
to be drawn where a company is not
going to make a mockery of the mass
murder of nearly 3,000 people.
A corporation should not have
to take advantage of a holiday in order
to make money, they should instead
focus on providing a good or service
and providing the best product possible to their customers instead of re-defining a holiday with a sale in order to
make a buck.
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