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living west

New Medication,
Narcan, Introduced
in Carroll County

Photo Credit: Emory Bernard

Johnny Jorgensen
Contributing Writer
jjorgen1@my.westga.edu

A new heroin overdose antidote is now available
to all emergency personnel in Carroll County.
The drug is called Narcan (Naloxone) and it is a
prescription medicine that blocks the effects of
opioids and reverses an overdose. Emergency
personnel such as EMT’s, firefighters, police officers and the University of West Georgia Police
Department (UWGPD) have been trained with
this drug to handle situations in which they feel
an opioid overdose has occurred.
“Drug overdoses have been an issue in Carroll
County for the last 10 years,” said Officer Stacy
Williams of the Carrollton Police Department.
According to UWGPD Sargent Reinhold
Dorberth, drug overdoses will begin to decrease
thanks to this medication.
“If the Narcan is administered in a timely manner while the victim is still breathing, it has proven over and over again that it will save lives,”
said Dorberth. “It can bring people back from
the brink. I believe there are going to be a lot of
lives saved now that the first responders have
the Narcan kit.”
Since the beginning of last year, the
state of Georgia has had over 1,200 opioid related deaths, which is twelfth most in the U.S..
The majority of those that died were between
the ages of 21 and 35.
“They quit breathing and then go into
cardiac arrest,” said Captain Chase Kip, firefighter for the Carroll County Fire Department.
“This drug is made to pretty much hinder that
and keep them from going into that state and
keep people around for a much longer period of
time hopefully.”
Each Narcan kit that is available to
emergency personnel is generally kept in a
labeled pack inside their vehicles. The drug is
small and is sprayed into both nostrils of the victim. The full dose is around 4 milligrams per nostril. Narcan is known to have no negative side
effects for the victim. Chasse went on to explain
that in some cases Narcan was administered to
someone who was believed to be dealing with
an opioid overdose but was actually under the
influence of something else.
Narcan used to only be available in
hospitals and in over-the-counter prescriptions.
Now that medical personnel in Carroll County
have on-sight access to this life-saving drug, it
will help keep more citizens safe.

UWG Organizations
Host Black Lives
Matter Vigil

UWG Alumni Lands
Role in Tyler Perry’s
“Too Close to Home”

Ashlyn Fluker
Contributing Writer
afluker1@my.westga.edu

UWG graduate and former
Wolves’ basketball forward
Emory Bernard is making his
way to the big screen. The
West Georgia alum made his
acting debut August 22 in Tyler Perry’s TLC drama series
“Too Close to Home”. With the
show pulling in over 77,000
viewers, many people all over
the country witnessed the
West Georgia graduate take
his first steps into acting.
Two months prior to
hearing about the role Bernard
signed with a modeling agency and had done a few modeling gigs. This was Bernard’s
first acting job and he says he
went off script while auditioning. “I found out about the role
two days before the audition
and going off script was spur
of the moment,” says Bernard.
The UWG alum says he needed to do something that would
set him apart from the other
actors.
		Because Ber-

nard had so little time to prepare for the role and had a
client the day of the audition
he thought it was best to not
pursue. “My client cancelled
that day, which gave me the
opportunity to go for it,” says
Bernard, “It was my first time
acting so I wanted to go for
the experience.” Bernard only
had thirty minutes to learn his
lines and walked in a room of
70, all auditioning for the role
of the bartender. He received
a few tips from a woman who
was once an actual bartender.
“She told me to make sure I
was always doing something
with my hands and to keep a
towel over my shoulder,” says
Bernard.
Bernard currently
works as a certified personal
trainer in Atlanta with over 35
clients. He enjoys not depending on one job. “I don’t like
putting all my eggs in one basket,” says Bernard. “It’s always
good to have something on
the side.” While many would
think twice about not having
a stable job position, Bernard
thrives. Bernard says that he
always tries new things, which

is why his family was not surprised about his role in the TV
series. “My mom wasn’t really shocked when I told her I
would be on television; she’s
known me to always try random things.” says Bernard.
Bernard says that seeing himself on television was
funnier than anything. He did
not grasp the concept of him
being on national television
until it actually happened. “As
I was watching, people were
calling me and messaging me
telling me that they’re watching the show,” says Bernard.
He says that he even had a
random person tell him he
looked familiar, then recognize
him from the series premier.
Although he saw this
acting opportunity as a great
experience, Bernard does not
intend on making a career
out of acting. He enjoys helping people reach their fitness
goals as a personal trainer but
would not shy away from becoming a household name if
it were in the cards for him. “I
just go where the wind takes
me,” says Bernard.

dent Aubrei Savage followed;
Snuggle performed a spoken
word piece as well. .
“The motivation behind the vigil was to raise
awareness on campus about
what is happening out there in
our society,” said BSA’s Public
Relations Chair Keniesha Wilborn.
Students
acknowledged Philando Castile and
Alton Sterling, both recent victims of police brutality. Castile,
age 32, was shot and killed in
front of his daughter and girlfriend by a St. Anthony Minnesota Police Officer after being
pulled over as part of a traffic
stop. Sterling, age 37, was
shot several times while held
down on the ground by two
Baton Rouge Police Officers.
Not only did students acknowledge them, but they also paid
tribute to 19-year-old Bryce
McCallum, a UWG student.
McCallum was shot and killed
by his stepfather this summer
on July 24. He would have
been a sophomore this school
year.
McCallum’s
former
Resident Assistant, Matthew
Echols, and other friends re-

lived happy memories and
talked fondly of him.
At the vigil, BSA,
NPHC and Housing and Residence Life provided information to students about their civil rights and what they can do
if any of them come in contact
with law enforcement. Keeping both hands on the steering wheel at all times, already
having their license and registration in hand, being respectful and having the right to keep
their window rolled half-way
down were some of the tips.
BSA aims at providing
a positive voice for students on
campus and to be an example
to the student body and other organizations who feel like
they cannot make a difference.
The “Stop The Violence” event
was just a vital stepping stone
for many more positive events
to come later on this academic
year.
Janaya Khan, who
founded the Toronto chapter of Black Lives Matter, will
be speaking on Sep. 21 at
7:00pm in the Campus Center
Ballroom. BSA is hosting the
event with SAC.

Amber Mack
Contributing Writer
amack3@my.westga.edu

On Monday, Aug. 22, the Black
Student Alliance (BSA) collaborated with the National
Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC)
and Housing and Residence
Photo Credit: Amber Mack

Life to hold the “Black Lives
Matter: Stop The Violence”
vigil at the Oaks Amphitheatre.
Its purpose was to remember
African-American lives lost
to police brutality and gun violence. Over thirty students
showed their respects.

The candlelit vigil, organized by BSA’s 21-year-old
Vice President Tia Snuggle,
took place at 7:30p.m. Fellow
students spoke in remembrance of the victims, then a
moment of silence and a song
sung by 21-year-old UWG stu-
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Dorm Flooding Forces Students to Vacate
Shaunna Conner
Webmaster
sconner2@my.westga.edu

A recent dorm flooding forced
several UWG students to temporarily reside at a Carrollton
hotel.
At approximately 2am
on Aug. 19, a UWG student reported an apparent leak in the
resident hall’s main stairwell to
the university’s 24/7 response
team, Red Star.
Further
investigation from the response team
revealed that the leak was
a product of the University
Suites 2 sprinkler system.
“The sprinkler system is a very high-pressured
system, so when that leaks it
wasn’t just like a drip—it was
a straight spray,” said Residence Life Coordinator for
the University Suites, Becky
Pritchett. “It was very obvious
that it was spraying some water.”
The damages from
the flood contributed to the
displacement of 19 hall residents to the Carrollton Holiday Inn. The affected students
were provided a shuttle back
and forth to campus each day
as needed.
“Luckily, not a lot of student

property was damaged because the leak was in our
stairwell,” said Pritchett. “The
stairwell was damaged, so we
had to redo that. I would rather
it be that than having our students’ items get damaged.”
The University of
West Georgia Custodial and
Maintenance Crew in conjunction with an external company
immediately began cleanup,
restoration and water damage
treatment, which lasted approximately 72 hours.
Continuous investigation is underway by the University of West Georgia Police
and Risk Management Team.
“There was a gauge
that came loose, and I don’t
think someone could just accidentally knock a gauge off like
that—it’s tightly wound,” said
Pritchett. “If someone did that
they had to sit there and completely unscrew it, which is
rather vindictive. I would hope
that it wasn’t a student doing
it. I’m hoping it was an error,
but they are still trying to figure
that out completely.”
The University Suites
are badge-access only, and
are also under 24 hour patrol,
but plans are being implemented to add cameras to increase visibility throughout the

University Suites.
Cameras are not currently located in the stairwells
of the University Suites, so the
incident was not caught on
camera.
“We are always looking for ways to increase our
security,” said Pritchett. “This
was a very odd incident and
I don’t foresee it happening

again, but we always want to
do our best to keep our eyes
and ears out to make sure it
doesn’t.”
“We had our Director
on campus, our Vice President of Student Affairs on
campus—we had a lot of folks
who were willing to get up
and come to campus at 2 in
the morning and help out with

this incident,” said Pritchett. “It
was really nice to kind of have
everyone there so we could
make those decisions and get
things moving very quickly so
that we could rectify the situation.”
After
approximately 3 weeks of displacement,
the students returned to their
dorms on September 8th.

Photo Credit: Anna Cook

Meet Christina
Funk, Creator of
Students4Students

Panelists Discuss Sex
with UWG Students

Ze’Nia Middlebrooks

Annierra Matthews

Advertising Manager
zmiddle1@my.westga.edu

Chief Copy Editor
amatthe9@my.westga.edu

Christina Funk, a junior at UWG, established Students4Students,
an organization benefiting incoming freshmen and returning students in their academics, student involvement and social life. Funk
created Students4Students in August and has over 50 members.
Students4Students consists of mentors known as Wolves and
mentees known as Pups.
Funk, a business major, describes herself as an introvert
and was nervous about the transition to college. Instead of enjoying her weekends with new friends she spent them at home. Eventually, Funk associated with an upperclassman who answered her
questions and invited her to social outings. He also told her about
the resources in Career Services. Soon enough, she made new
friends and began her memorable college journey.
Because of the upperclassman who helped her during
her freshman year, Funk wanted to create an organization to assist other incoming freshmen. She asked people she knew if they
would join as mentors, and they agreed. During Lead Day, a guest
speaker also recognized Christina and talked about her organization. From then on, her membership grew. Pack Leaders signed up
as mentors while students joined at the Organization Fair earlier
this semester.
Instead of using social media, Funk posted flyers in the
Campus Center and the library to inform people about Students4Students. “It takes a lot of advertising and putting yourself out
there because people will overlook you if you don’t,” she said.
Currently, Students4Students consists of biology, psychology, business and pre-nursing majors. The majority of students in
it are pre-nursing majors. Mentors must have attended UWG for at
least one year and obtained a 2.7 GPA or higher. Most mentees are
freshmen who would like guidance during their first year of college.
In the future, Funk would like for Students4Students to be actively
involved with other organizations, for every mentee to have a mentor and for her membership to double by the semester’s end. As the
membership increases, she hopes to divide students with different
majors into groups known as packs.
Though she has goals for her organization, Funk also had
doubts. “I was afraid that people wouldn’t be interested and that it
would be unbalanced because you need as much mentors as you
need pups,” she said.
On the contrary, members thank her for Students4Students. Mentors are developing leadership skills, and the mentees
have a better adjustment going into college.

The Responsible Sexuality Committee
hosted their 30th annual “Let’s Talk
About Sex” panel. Students gathered
in the Campus Center Ballroom Aug.
29 at 7p.m. for an open discussion
about sexual health.
Three panelists, Dr. Juaquita
Callaway, a gynecologist, Corey Hindman, a Patient Advocate at UWG’s
Health Services and Kimberly Prince
Korobov, a psychotherapist, answered
students’ questions. Some of them
were about protected sex, squirting,
the amount of UWG students with
sexually transmitted diseases (STDs),
having too much sex, and birth control.
Students were given yellow
slips of paper to write their questions
down. Volunteers collected their anonymous questions in manila envelopes,
and Ryan Bronkema, the moderator,
asked the panelists these questions.
The first question was, “Why
should we even talk about sex? Do
you think, we, as young adults, don’t
know enough? Or do we have misconceptions about it that we should find
clarification for?”
“Knowledge is power,” said Dr.
Callaway. “When you know more about
your body, about your health, what
you can do on your own, then you’re
empowered to make better decisions.
There is a lot of misinformation that
keeps getting recirculated.”
Because of these myths and
because people still believe them, Dr.
Callaway added that making choices
based off of them can hurt a person,
which can be prevented.
“Any question that anyone
asks, I can almost guarantee that person was not the only person who asked
that question,” she said. “We all learn
better in this format when we have a
discussion.”
One student submitted a question about the difference between sex
and gender and why people change
their gender.
“The shortest answer I can
think of: gender is between the ears,
and sex is between the legs,” Hindman
said. “Sex tends to reflect our biological
male/female, XX/XY chromosomes, so
you’ll usually hear the term ‘sex’ used
in biological terms. Gender reflects
more of masculinity and femininity.”
He also said some people believe a person is either masculine or
feminine while others may see them-

Pictured: Funk (Left) & Rose (Right)
Photo Credit: Ze’Nia Middlebrooks

selves with masculine and feminine
qualities.
“I think it makes sense to all
of us that you want who you are to be
reflected by the way you present yourself, the way you dress, the way you
gesture, the way you relate to others,”
said Korobov. “You want the world to
reflect back to you your own sense of
who you are. You want them to recognize you. Sometimes people don’t feel
like who they are matches the gender
of their biology, their sex, so they would
change their gender.”
Another question was whether
or not sex ruined relationships and how
to talk to someone who uses sex to resolve issues.
Korobov stated having sex can
complicate a relationship, especially if
one person is into having sex while the
other is not.
“One of the ways that we do
sometimes make up, come close to,
exercise power over, seduce, get back
at, violate someone, is by having sex
with them,” she said. “It is possible that
it can be problematic, that somebody
does that in a way that doesn’t feel
healthy, that doesn’t feel loving, that
doesn’t feel right to you. If you’re experiencing this, whoever wrote that question is a good one, I think you need to
talk about it.
Dr. Callaway informed students to be mindful of how they feel
about having sex. If they do not want to
engage in sexual activity, then she said
to be aware of that.
“If you’re both in the right
place, where you’re mutual and you’re
having a lot of fun, chances are that’s
not going to feel bad,” she said. “But if
you’re not in the right place, on equal
footing, then you can actual be kind of
creating a little emotional trauma for
yourself to participate in sex you’re not
fully into.”
Hindman said having sex to
solve a problem does not solve one at
all.
“If they are starting to drift
apart, if there is distance, then no
amount of physical intimacy is necessarily going to replicate that emotional
intimacy that’s being lost,” he said.
As for closing remarks, Hindman wanted students to ask themselves who they wanted to be when
the day was over, Dr. Callaway encouraged them to research their sexual health and Korobov reminded them
that sex should be wonderful to experience.
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sports
Big Season Expected for Wolves Football
Daniel Forte
News Editor
dforte1@my.westga.edu

The UWG Football team is poised for a successful
season following two seasons that ended in losses
deep in the playoffs. Many new faces return for the
Wolves as well as a number of highly touted new
members of the squad.
The defense of the Wolves, which is returning most of its starters from 2015, is expected
to improve and be one of the best defenses in the
country. With depth and experience along the defensive line and secondary, the Wolves are expected to
give opposing offenses little room to run. UWG also
added talented defensive end Jason Hatcher, who
transferred from the University of Kentucky. Hatcher
will continue to help a defensive line grow that Head
Coach Hall said “can compete with any other defensive unit in the nation.”
UWG also added AJ Leggett, a safety who
transferred from Marshall. The senior joins an already talented secondary that will back up the defensive line.
“Leggett, along with senior teammate Laronji
Vason, will play the Rover safety spot for us, and the
competition is really close between them,” said Hall.
“We expect AJ and Laronji to help us out a lot.”
The Wolves will have a plethora of weapons
on the offense, headed by a three-headed monster
at running back. The trio consists of senior Lamarcus
Franks, sophomore Devontae Jackson and sophomore transfer Josh Thomas. Thomas, the 230-pound
transfer from Iowa State, presents a more physical
style of running than the smaller Franks and Jackson, who weigh 150 and 170 respectively.

“We’re very excited about Josh and the running backs as a whole,” said Hall. “Josh is coming off
a really good freshman season at Iowa State, and we
are excited to see what he can do here for us.”
With quarterback Dallas Dickey leaving due
to graduation, Hall brought in Will Gardner, a former
quarterback of the Louisville Cardinals. Gardner,
Louisville’s starting quarterback in 2014, played an
impressive first seven games before a knee injury
against Boston College ended his season. The graduate student looks to improve the passing game to

attention all uwg
students!

Join us for mass
every Monday @ 7pm
at the Kennedy Chapel

1601 Maple St, Carrollton GA,
30118

supplement the potent rushing attack.
“Will has a different skillset than Dallas, so
there are some different things we might get to try
this year,” said Hall. “It’s all about what the defense
gives us. We have a lot of talent, and we can be successful.”
The Wolves dominated their season opener
against Catawba 23-3.
The Wolves will next take the field at University Stadium for the first Conference game of the year
against Delta State. Kickoff is set for 2:00p.m..

Photo Credit: UWG Sports
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arts & entertainment
Gene Wilder Passes from Complications with Alzheimer’s Disease
Kate Croxton
Asst. Copy Editor
kcroxto1@my.westga.edu

Gene Wilder, an American
comedic actor, screenwriter, film director and author,
passed away in his home
on Aug. 29, 2016. Wilder’s nephew Jordan Walker-Pearlman confirmed that
his death was from complications with Alzheimer’s disease.
His family kept his
disease a secret, claiming
that Wilder “couldn’t bear the
idea of one less smile in the
world.”
“The decision to wait
until this time to disclose his
condition wasn’t vanity, but
more so that the countless
young children that would
smile or call out to him
‘there’s Willy Wonka,’ would
not have to be then exposed
to an adult referencing illness or trouble and causing
delight to travel to worry, disappointment or confusion,”
said Walker-Pearlman in a
statement.
Wilder, age 83,
was most famously known
his works with director Mel
Brooks in “Young Frankenstein,” “Blazing Saddles”
and “The Producers” as well
as his famous role in “Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate
Factory.” His partnership
with Richard Pryor also

Screenplay.
Throughout his acting career, Wilder was married four times. His first marriages to Mary Mercier and
Mary Joan Schutz lasted
from 1960 to 1974. In 1984,
he married Gilda Radner,
who later died from ovarian
cancer. After her death in
1989, Wilder’s acting career
began declining.
The last film he directed was the 1986 horror
comedy “Haunted Honeymoon” in which he and Radner performed. In 1991, he
married Karen Boyer. His
last major acting appearance
occurred in 2003 on NBC’s

gained him fame in “Silver
Streak,” “Another You” and
“See No Evil, Hear No Evil.”
With his unruly hair and big,
bulging blue eyes, Wilder
became an iconic comedic actor for generations to
come.
Wilder, born Jerome
Silberman, began studying
acting at age 12 and started
with stage acting. He joined
the Actors Studio in Manhattan where he won the Clarence Dement Award for his
work in “The Complaisant
Lover.” Around this time,
Wilder created his name
from the character Eugene
Grant and playwright Thornton Wilder.
His first big role in
film was in the 1968 crime
film “Bonnie and Clyde” with
Faye Dunaway and Warren Beatty. From there, his
wacky and off-the-wall acting style gained fame. Wilder received a Best Supporting Actor Oscar nomination
for his work in “The Producers” where he played the
introverted accountant Leo
Bloom.
The peak of Wilder’s career occurred in
1974 where he starred and
directed “Blazing Saddles”
and “Young Frankenstein.”
He co-wrote “Frankenstein”
alongside Mel Brooks, earning him his second Oscar
nomination for Best Adapted

Cleopatra Job
Contributing Writer
cjob1@my.westga.edu
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After a four-year wait for fans, Frank
Ocean’s sophomore R&B album
Blonde (also spelled Blond) was released Aug. 20 via Apple Music and
iTunes for two weeks.
Since his first album Channel
Orange, Ocean has been featured in
other songs, like Beyoncé’s “Superpower,” and Jay-Z’s “Oceans.” However, Ocean has not put out any individual work until now. With all the buzz, his
highly-anticipated and independently-released album excited fans.
The track list consisted of 17
songs with minimum featured artists.
Since its release , Blonde reached
No. 1 on the Billboard 200 chart with
12 of the songs dominating the Hot
R&B Songs chart. The album also obtained over 232,000 sales and 65 million streams in the United States alone
through iTunes. Blonde has reportedly
made Ocean $1 million.
Ocean’s voice still sounds the
same as it did in Channel Orange; his
voice layers great over instruments,
such as the guitar. The guitar flutters on
“Skyline To,” acoustics pluck on “Self
Control” and “Pretty Sweet” is accompanied by piano. These instruments
not only further compliment Ocean’s
voice but once again shed light on his
creativity prominent throughout the album.
Blonde has many messages
for fans, and this can be seen in the
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tenderness and love he
exhibited as long as I can
remember,” stated Walker-Pearlman. “It is almost
unbearable for us to contemplate our life without him.”
After his death,
Mel Brooks Tweeted “Gene
Wilder – One of the truly
great talents of our time. He
blessed every film we did
with his magic & he blessed
me with his friendship.” Jim
Carrey added to the tribute
by Tweeting “Gene Wilder
was one of the funniest and
sweetest energies ever to
take human form. If there’s
a heaven, he has a golden
ticket.”

Photo Credit: variety.com

Frank Ocean Finally
Releases New Album

The West Georgian welcomes letters to
the editor.
Letters may be mailed to:
Editor, The West Georgian,
University of West Georgia,
Carrollton, GA, 30118,
or sent via electronic mail to:
uwgeditorinchief@gmail.com

show “Will and Grace.” This
role earned him an Emmy
for Outstanding Guest Actor
in Comedy.
Wilder’s last public
appearance was in 2015 at
the U.S. Open in Queens,
NY. He was seen with Boyer
and appeared in somewhat
good health.
His family confirmed
his death in Stamford, CT.
They claimed he died while
holding their hands as his
favorite song “Somewhere
over the Rainbow” by Ella
Fitzgerald played on the radio.
“He passed holding
our hands with the same

track “Nikes,” which included an inventive video directed by Tyrone Lebon.
The video is followed by a contrary
narrative.
The narrative in the visual to
“Nikes” is different from the narrative in
just the track. In the visual to “Nikes,”
Ocean added an additional narrative.
The addition has a separate message
than the original one. The new narrative discussed topics, such as parties
and girls. It also has more vulgar language and is in a different octave that
the original.
A$AP Rocky and Trina are featured on the visual along with a tribute
to Trayvon Martin, a teenager shot by
George Zimmerman, a neighborhood
watchman, in 2012. This kickstart to
the album gives fans a glimpse of what
has been going on in Ocean’s mind
within the last four years.
Each song on Blonde speaks
to each and every fan because of
its relatability to all situations. Each
track reveals more and more detail
into Ocean’s feelings about his own
life. This is especially true in his track
“Facebook Story” for instance. In the
song, someone told a story about how
their three-year relationship was ruined by Facebook.
Blonde is a meaningful journal
fans can listen to over and over again
and interpret based on their lives. Four
years was well worth the wait.
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opinion / editorial

Black Voices Fall on Deaf Ears

Sade’ Louis

Contributing Writer
slouis1@my.westga.edu

“We have the opportunities to express
ourselves in a manner that allows others to receive that expression, and
they have the opportunity to learn from
that and to develop their own identities
and their own understandings of diversity and inclusion,”said Dr. Lingrell,
vice president of Student Affairs at the
University of West Georgia. However,
some student leaders would beg to differ. Between the two incidents that occurred in the recent weeks of school,
black student leaders have raised concerns about their opportunities and the
university’s stance on diversity and inclusion.
With social justice and racial
and political tensions rising in society,
the demand to bring awareness to the
student population is enormous. As
students, the freedom to express oneself is very important, and the voices
are ringing as we creep into the latter
half of 2016. In an attempt to positively participate in being a light to these
somber and sullen times, the Student
Activities Council (SAC) has worked
diligently to retain Black Lives Matter

Ambassador Janaya Khan as a speaker at UWG. Along the way, several
obstacles arose in prevention of the
event occurring.
“Our goal is to expose the
campus to cultures that are different
from possibly your own culture,”said
SAC President Renee’ Bostic. “We try
to bring to light that there are issues on
campus as far as not being inclusive.”
As an organization, questions about
potential acts of violence, protest and
how the community and school will
perceive Khan’s visit were brought to
them as concerns.
“I think us bringing her is making a statement as far as we’re open to
supporting the black community… and
no, I don’t think anything is wrong with
that,” Bostic continued.
Honing in on social justice,
gun violence has shaken the world
and specifically the black community in
recent years. With the countless slayings of black and brown bodies, people
like Alton Sterling, Mike Brown, Korryn
Gaines and even our own Bryce McCallum have lost their lives. The Black
Student Alliance (BSA) and the National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC) held a
collaborative event on Monday, Aug.
22 in efforts of commemorating their
lives. Our LGBTQ student organiza-

tion, LAMBDA, held the Orlando Vigil
earlier this summer for the fifty individuals killed at the gay nightclub Pulse.
Unlike this, an administrative presence
or support from the university was absent this time around.
“It’s frustrating,” said LAMBDA
President Shelby Hearn. “This just isn’t
a university that’s willing to stir the pot.”
While some say the university is avoiding certain issues to shy away from a
racial preference, others believe that
the university is simply out of the loop.
“I think there was a lack of overall media and overall marketing of the event,”
said Dr. Lingrell. “I don’t think it has to
do with the university supporting one
group over another group.”
With conversation stirring, it is
agreed that black student leaders aren’t the only population struggling to
be heard on campus.
“I know there has to be other
students who don’t see themselves
represented here,” said Hearn. “From
a queer student’s perspective, I hit
walls constantly.”
Black students aren’t the only
ones being looked over. Associate
Director and Coordinator of the Multicultural Achievement Program Ashley
Lewis had meaningful advice. “I think
it is important for students to find those

who are advocates for their behalf on
campus and help them walk through
the process of what they want to do,”
Lewis said.
The university, along with society, strives to reach the ultimate definitions of diversity and inclusion, but it
will be a long journey.
“I think we’re trying to get
there,” said the Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management,
Dr. John Head. “I think we’re pushing
hard to get there in some respects,
but I think that we’ve got to keep trying
harder because we aren’t there yet.”
Although UWG, is headed in the right
direction, it does not mask the feelings
of those who feel slighted.
“‘Are we proportionally recognized?’ would be the question that
black students would ask, [and in that
sense], I would say better today than
yesterday,”said Hester.
The only way from here is up,
but how can students help with this
journey? Will administration meet them
halfway? Can a proper conversation
between students and administration
promote growth here? As UWG continues to grow and progress, only time
will tell. Janaya Khan is scheduled to
impact our campus on September 21
at 6:30pm in the Campus Center.

New Semester Means Changes
For The West Georgian
Anndrea Ours
Editor-in-Chief
aours1@gmail.com

The West Georgian is expecting growth, positive
changes and new faces this semester. The paper
is led by two new faces: Editor-In-Chief Anndrea
Ours and News Editor Daniel Forte. Behind Ours
and Forte lies a strong foundation of new staff
members, including Webmaster Shaunna Conner,
Business and Ad Manager Ze’Nia Middlebrooks and
Circulation Manager Robert Moody. Returning staff
members are Chief Copy Editor Annierra Matthews,
Assistant Copy Editor Kate Croxton and Graphic
Designer Bree Thompson. Since the paper is fully
ran and produced by students, the student body is
encouraged to contribute their voices to The West
Georgian.
The West Georgian wants to include and
involve students and for them to feel comfortable
coming to the paper for their on-campus news. The
newspaper covers campus and local news and
stays on top of information occurring in the world
today. The student paper hopes to inform, educate,
entertain and bring light to meaningful subjects.
The news is not only available in a printed

publication but also on The West Georgian’s website
and through social media outlets, such as Twitter
and Facebook. Living in an age of technology and
social media, news is available instantly on phones,
tablets and laptops. News is in the palm of our
hands, so Ours regularly asks the question of how
she can make a print publication stand up to modern
technology. She will actively work to answer this
question with the help of her staff this semester and
during her time with the paper.
Ours hopes to bring more interactivity with
the students and introduce creative measures that
will make the paper entertaining and fun. She wants
to include more artwork and asks that art students,
particularly art students, looking to build their portfolio and gain experience get in contact with her about
any ideas they may have for comic strips, caricatures or illustrations for stories covered in the paper.
Ours will also work to get more contributing
writers to The West Georgian this semester. She
hopes that she can build a strong force of writers
that will grow and expand the paper’s content and
continues to expand in the years to come. She
encourages anyone who has a passion for writing,
photography or art to contribute. The general growth
of the paper will be best catalyzed by the students
themselves: their voices, ideas and creativity.
Pictured: Forte (Left) & Ours (Right)
Photo Credit: Anndrea Ours

EXTRA,
EXTRA!

Put your press hats on and
join our team!
Come to our staff meetings every Monday at 9:30 a.m.
in UCC 111 or email us at thewestgeorgian@gmail.com
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your on-campus copy center

What can we print for you?

Color copies
B&W copies
Posters
Class projects
Fliers
Faxing

Canvas
Banners
Wall Art
Business cards
Signs
Invitations

678-839-6483

pubprint@westga.edu
www.westga.edu/pubprint

Located across from East Commons dining hall

