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GreenBelt nearly fully constructed

Z6 getting improved handicap 
parking and new scenery

Senate Bill 
322 fails 
to pass as 
legislation, 
but victims 
will not be 
forgotten

Daniel Forte
Contributing Writer
dforte1@my.westga.edu

ConstruCtion has resumed on the Car-
rollton GreenBelt According to Eri-
ca Studdard, representative for the 
GreenBelt, the newest sections will ex-
tend past UWG’s campus along Brum-
below Road before winding beside the 
Little Tallapoosa River. 

 The Greenbelt will be  approx-
imately five miles longer and connect 
with the section that runs through 
Hobbs Farm Park in north Carrollton. 
This project will nearly complete the 
GreenBelt.  The undeveloped section 
near South Park Street will be complet-
ed by the end of 2016. 
 The Carrollton GreenBelt is a 
paved trail for walking, biking and other 
non-motorized vehicles.  It will eventu-
ally form a loop around Carrollton, 

linking together city parks, residential 
areas, schools and commercial shop-
ping centers. When the GreenBelt is 
complete, it will serve as a fresh travel 
alternative for UWG students and Car-
rollton residents. 
  The trail had dead-ended on 
the north end of campus by Lovvorn 
Road for over a year. It stretched across 
Lovvorn Road and the bridge built to 
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senate Bill 322 failed to pass 
the Georgia legislative session 
in 2016. As a result, law en-
forcement at educational insti-
tutions continue to investigate 
allegations of rape internally.
 The bill aimed to man-
date law enforcement with ar-
rest powers at educational in-
stitutions, to report allegations 
of rape to local law enforce-
ment agencies and handover 
all information and evidence 
to cooperate with local author-
ities. However, the legislative 
session adjourned on March 
24, and the bill did not come to 
fruition.  
 “Despite the bill, UWG 
Police and the Carrollton Po-
lice Department have always 
been cooperative in investigat-
ing cases independently,” said 
Thomas Mackel, Chief of Po-
lice at UWG. 
 The debated legisla-
tion intended to promote jus-
tice for victims of rape and to 
ensure that their right to pros-
ecute an individual was not ig-
nored or declined. The issue of 
universities and colleges inter-
fering with investigations was 
a key concern. 
  “We’ve never had that 

the university of West Geor-
gia is making the Z6 dining 
hall more appealing and a 
more inviting place for so-
cialize for students. 
 Last year, UWG re-
placed all of the brick on the 
outside of the dining hall and 
the entire glass door front. 
The university now finds it 
necessary to improve the 
scenery in the front of the 
building.
 “We realized we 
had this really nice looking 
building that you couldn’t 
even see,” said Christi Ing-
lis, UWG staff architect on 
the project. “It wasn’t very 
welcoming and didn’t really 
invite people into the build-
ing.”
 The improvements 

are to include new plants, a 
low seating wall and a com-
bination of concrete and 
brick pavers. The Japanese 
maple tree that was once 
in front of the building has 
been relocated to Forrest 
Drive, and many of the other 
plants were moved to vari-
ous parts of campus. Inglis 
hopes once construction is 
finished that the area will not 
only look better but become 
a place where students can 
socialize.
 “It will be a little bit 
more open and feel a bit 
more like a square or a pla-
za,” said. Inglis. “It will have 
more of an opportunity for 
there to be places that peo-
ple can sit and read or have 
lunch outside. We wanted to 
make the Z6 a more inviting 
place where the students 
can just spend time.”

Candice Guthrie
Contributing Writer
cguthri1@my.westga.edu

Michelle Michael
Contributing Writer
vmichae1@my.westga.edu

 In addition to the 
construction happening to 
the front of the Z6, the uni-
versity has renovated the 
handicap parking areas near 
the right side of the building. 
 “We are also replac-
ing the existing [handicap] 
accessible parking that was 
in a really awkward loca-
tion,” said Inglis. “We want-
ed to have the parking in a 
location where you entered it 
off the same drive as the rest 
of the parking [near the Z6], 
and you don’t have to back 
out your car into traffic while 
also trying to watch for pe-
destrians at the same time.” 
 UWG hired Felicity 
Davis, a freelance landscape 
architect, to design the new 
parking area and the area in 
front of the building. 
 “She did a really 
great job with a lot of con-

straints,” said Inglis. “She 
had to work around the ex-
isting conditions to a large 
extent, so she had to work 
within a reasonable budget 
and still do something that 
was going to be interesting 
and not only look good, but 
wear well and be flexible for 
other future improvements 
that we might want to make.”
  Many other im-
provements  will be made 
both inside and outside of 
the building. Over the next 
few years, the Z6 will  slowly 
transition from just a simple 
old dining hall, where stu-
dents only eat, to a place 
where the scenery is enjoy-
able and they can gather 
and socialize for as long as 
they want. 
 Expected comple-
tion for the construction is 
May 1, 2016. 

SEE  GREENBELT/PAGE 2
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GreenBelt Bill
cross the Little Tallapoosa 
River before it straightend out 
down Brumbelow Road to-
wards the River’s Edge Apart-
ment Complex.  
 “It will mainly be built 
right beside the river, but it will 
be close enough that it can be 
accessed easily from nearby 
residential areas,” said Stud-
dard. “There will be lots of nat-
ural land that hasn’t been built 
on yet, and with the river, it’s 
going to be really pretty.”
 Studdard expects the 
current extension of the belt 
behind River’s Edge to be fin-
ished by late April.
 Two long stretches of 
the trail are not linked yet: the 
one going through UWG and 
Hays Mill Park and the trail on 
the north end of the city parks 
around Lake Carroll. The last 
link will begin in the coming 
weeks. It is expected to cross 
South Park Street near South-
wire to make the GreenBelt 
a 16-mile loop. According to 
Studdard, the GreenBelt will 
be open in its entirety before 
the end of 2016, making it the 
longest paved loop trail sys-
tem in Georgia.

issue here,” said Mack-
el. “If we get an assault 
case, no one interferes 
with us or our investiga-
tions.”
 Even though 
the Division of Student 
Affairs and Enrollment 
Management is informed 
of reported rape allega-
tions, they do not object 
if the victim chooses to 
prosecute a suspected 
individual. UWG Police 
Department views it from 
the law enforcement per-
spective while Student 
Affairs considers it a dis-
ciplinary action.
 “Criminal investi-
gation of rape cases are 
handled independently 
by the police depart-
ment,”  said Mackel. 
“We work with the vic-
tim and tell them what 
is confirmed and can be 
proven. We always allow 
them to say whether or 
not they wish to prose-
cute the suspect.” 
 According to 
Mackel, the decision to 
prosecute a suspect is 
up to the victim, since he 
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or she have to relive the 
memories and traumas 
at the witness stand and 
face the media who may 
sensationalize the news. 
 “We are more 
concerned with what the 
victim wants,” he said . 
“The trial process can be 
emotionally very damag-
ing, and a lot of times, 
people get wrapped up 
in the story and forget 
the victim.” 
 The focus of the 
bill was to ensure univer-
sities did not hide any 
key evidence or infor-
mation in order to save 
themselves from nega-
tive publicity. 
 “There have 
been schools that do not 
investigate rapes as a 
criminal offence, and this 
can be devastating for 
victims,” said Mackel . 
 Although the bill 
did not pass as legisla-
tion, UWG students will 
continue to be served 
fairly and will not be de-
nied of their rights. Cur-
rently, there are three 
full-time investigators at 
UWG. The system allows 
the victims to choose if 
they want to handle the 
case anonymously or 
not. 

Being in a position of power can 
be rewarding and problematic. 
There is the glitz and glam-
our of authority when good 

decisions are made. With 
power comes influence and 
opportunity to inform others. 
Gratification comes when ac-
knowledged and reverenced 
by peers. On the flip side, 
there is tension and pressure 
when expectations are high 
and progress comes slow. It is 

Student Spotlight: NAACP President Jordan Legree
Contributing Writer
tsimpso3@my.westga.edu

Tim Simpson difficult when successive de-
mands arise and criticism runs 
rampant. Leaders are respon-
sible when things do not go as 
planned. This presents juxta-
position for leaders to navigate 
through. A strong vision is an 
element necessary to stabilize 
a group facing different cir-
cumstances. 
 For the NAACP chap-
ter (National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People) at  UWG, as president, 
Jordan Legree’s ambition ele-
vated the organization’s vision 
and standard. 
 “I saw it as an oppor-
tunity to better myself and my 
community,” said Legree. “We 
do not have many strong black 
organizations on campus. I 
knew I wanted to be involved 
when I found out about it.”
 Legree is a senior at 
UWG and majors in sports 
management.  He plays an 
integral part in the NAACP, 
along with organizations like 
Greek Council and the Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity. Legree 
stressed the need to partic-
ipate in endeavors that will 
help a person grow. He said 
his NAACP position has forced 
him to become a better com-
municator and get out of his 
comfort zone. 
 The UWG NAACP 
chapter was almost non-ex-
istent when Legree learned 
about the organization two 
years ago. According to him, 
the Carroll County NAACP 
asked him about his interest 
in the organization. The UWG 

chapter only had four mem-
bers when he joined. After as-
sessing the need for direction, 
Legree took initiative and wel-
comed the challenge as pres-
ident. Within two years, the 
organization has seen mem-
bership expand to nearly 100 
members. 
 “I started going to 
meetings and members asked, 
‘Who wants to be president?’ 
and nobody raised their hand,” 
he said . “I raised my hand, 
and I ended being president. I 
did not know what came with 
the title, but I learned over time 
and rolled with the punches.” 
 Legree witnessed the 
organization’s progress.. Stu-
dents followed his footsteps in 
taking ownership and commit-
ment. He knew it would take 
time to enhance the culture 
around NAACP, but his efforts 
paid off quicker than expected. 
 “I am very proud of 
where we are now,” said Leg-
ree. “When we first started, the 
meetings were in Pafford with 
only five people. Now we are 
in Bonner with a classroom 
full of students. Members are 
always attending events and 
supporting at membership 
drives with their NAACP shirts. 
We did not always have that. 
The members want to make a 
change.”
 Legree’s job is to ad-
dress race-related issues on 
campus and make efforts 
to rectify the problems.  His 
perspective holds a certain 
weight. He has measured the 
racial climate at UWG and has 

noticed national trends affect-
ing the campus that impede 
social change. 
 “We have segregation 
issues on campus,” he said . 
“There is a difference between 
being diverse and inclusive. 
When organizations set up on 
campus, if you do not look or 
talk like some students, stu-
dents will not stop and ask 
questions. We do not include 
each other in a lot of things 
we do. We self-segregate our-
selves in a lot of ways.”
 Legree and other 
members  work to acknowl-
edge different topics pertain-
ing to students. On March 
9, the organization held an 
event highlighting necessary 
precautions students should 
make when encountering law 
enforcement. The chapter’s 
mission is to enlighten and 
encourage students to get in-
volved, express their concerns 
and make a difference in their 
environment. 
 Legree will leave 
NAACP better than he found it. 
He is not concerned about the 
future of the chapter because 
he has seen the organization 
advance rapidly. His vision for 
the UWG NAACP is firm and 
progressive, setting the bar for 
future leaders. 
 “I want the NAACP to 
be the biggest minority organi-
zation on campus,” he said . “I 
can see it and feel it because 
of the enthusiasm of our mem-
bers. I am thankful that once 
I pass the torch, the right per-
son will keep the vision going.” 

Photo Courtesy of Jordan Legree
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sports
Stay humble, stay hungry: UWG freshman 
track star breaking records

Freshman traCk runner Ashley Davis  
desires to run in the Olympics.. With 
her humility and drive to reach her 
goals, this dream may very well be-
come a reality. Davis is already shat-
tering  UWG track records in the 200 
and 400-meter events, proving this 
theory. 
 In the 200, Davis ran at 25.1 
seconds, breaking UWG’s 25.7 record. 
Her time for the 400 was 57.9. The pre-
vious record for UWG was 59.9. 
 Davis is not only breaking 
UWG records, but she has also been 
beating her own.. 
 At the Gamecock Quad Meet 
on March 12 in Jacksonville, Al., Da-
vis ran the 400 in 56.71 and the 200 
in 24.7. Davis also participated in the 
4x400 relay with fellow runners; the 
group set a program record with a time 
of 3:59.48. 
 The UWG track team attended 
the Emory Classic on March 19 at Emo-
ry University in Atlanta and placed sec-
ond overall. Davis set some personal 
records, too.  With them, she received 
the Gulf South Conference Freshman 

of the Week award.  Her time for the 
400 improved to 55.86, and she placed 
first in the 200 with 24.90. In the 400, 
she placed for the provisional national 
mark. 
 Davis began her journey 
with track as a sophomore, attending 
Central Gwinnett High School in Law-
renceville, Ga. John Selent, Davis’ 
math teacher and head coach of the 
Central Gwinnett track team, saw po-
tential in Davis to become a phenome-
nal track athlete.
 The coaches at Central Gwin-
nett first attempted to put Davis in field 
events, but quickly realized short dis-
tance sprinting was her true specialty. 
These same coaches pushed her to at-
tend UWG. At first, Davis was hesitant, 
but she knew immediately she wanted 
to make a difference at UWG.
 She majors in marketing and 
hopes to add convergence journalism 
as a minor. She wants to be a brand 
ambassador for a company, like Nike, 
with the opportunity to still run track. 
At the same time, she wants to get in-
volved with the business aspect and 
possibly become a Nike model.
 When it comes to role models, 
Davis looks up to her mother most as 
opposed to professional track athletes. 
 “I don’t tend to look up to other 

athletes because I feel like everyone is 
capable of the same thing: success,” 
said Davis. “So I don’t really try to com-
pare myself.” 
 Davis admits her mother can 
be difficult at times; she always push-
es her but only because she recogniz-
es her potential and knows that she 
should be more confident in her abil-
ities. When Davis sees her mother in 

Photo Credit: Michael Wade/Wade Event Photography
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the stands at her meets, she immedi-
ately feels a sense of relief and knows 
she can accomplish her next goal.
 Davis’ personal motto, “Stay 
humble, stay hungry,” keeps her 
grounded as a person and as an ath-
lete.
 “It’s just something I try to live 
by,” she said. “I don’t want my accom-
plishments to alter who I am.”

EXTRA, 
EXTRA! 

Put your press hats on and 
join our team! 
Come to our staff meetings every Monday at 9:30 a.m. 
in UCC 111 or email us at thewestgeorgian@gmail.com

Zach Taulien’s basketball ca-
reer started when he was six 
years old playing at Kilsyth 
Basketball Club in Moorool-
bark, Australia. After graduat-
ing high school, he accepted 
a scholarship to play basket-
ball at the University of West 
Georgia, but accepting the of-
fer would mean traveling over 
10,000 miles across the world. 
Taulien was only 18 years old 
when he made his decision to 
leave Australia to play basket-
ball in America. This was his 
chance to leave his mark on 
the game.
 “My first year here 
was the toughest, and there 
was a time when I was not 
sure I wanted to keep play-
ing,” said Taulien. “I came in 
as a redshirt freshman. It was 
tough because I came over ex-
pecting to get playing time, but 
it felt like I was kind of placed 
to the side.”
 This setback discour-
aged him, but it was tempo-
rary and did not stop him from 
strengthening his game. Tau-
lien did not travel all this way 
to sit on the sideline, so he 
took some time to analyze his 
game and train to make him-
self better.
 “When I came over, 
I knew my game had to 
change,” he said. “The guys 
here are much bigger than 
the guys back home, and that 
was something I would have 
to contend with. The position I 
played was more of a swing-
man back in Australia, but here 
I sculpted my game to become 
a shooter.”
 He credited his ability 
to adapt his gameplay to his 

Zach Taulien: the man from down under comes out on top
Tray Lowery
Contributing Writer
wlowery1@my.westga.edu

days playing in club basketball 
tournaments in Mooroolbark. 
 “Team sports are or-
ganized a little differently in 
Australia,” said Taulien. “Back 
home we don’t have high 
school sports. If you wanted to 
play a sport, you would have 
to join a another local club, 
and we would have to play 
against other clubs in what 
would sometimes end up be-
ing day-long tournaments.”
 He also remembered 
practicing five days a week to 
prepare himself for facing op-
ponents from all over south-
eastern Australia. Growing up 
playing and practicing, Taulien 
was familiar with long and gru-
eling practices when he ar-
rived at UWG. When he had 
to bear long early morning or 
afternoon practices, his team-
mates  beared it with him.
 “When I came here 
I had some pretty good role 
models,” said Taulien. “As a 
redshirt freshman, I looked up 
to the seniors, and they taught 
me how to be a real leader. I 
enjoy looking back on my ca-
reer and realizing how much I 
have grown and how much my 
game has matured.”
 As a senior, he hopes 
to set an example for UWG’s 
newest class of recruits as the 
seniors did for him. He plans 
to show them what being a 
part of a team really means. 
 When he trans-
formed his game, he did it to 
so he could make a bigger 
contribution to the team. He 
worked diligently on his shot, 
and it worked out well for him 
because his quick shot is 
what helped him achieve re-
cord-breaking stats.
 “I recently broke the 
school record for most career 
three pointers,” Taulien said. 

“The previous career record 
was around 187 three point-
ers, and I think I am nearing 
200. Accomplishing that is one 
thing that is going to stay with 
me forever.”
 His record-breaking 
stats are just one of the high-
lights from the Wolves’ 2016 
season. This year, the men’s 
basketball team made school 
history by winning its fourth 
Gulf South Conference title. 
As the season closed, Taulien 
reflected on the time playing at 
UWG and being a part of the 
winning the Gulf South Con-
ference championship title.
 “It’s what I wanted 
ever since I came here,” he 
said. “That was my goal, and 
to get it in my senior year felt 
amazing. I have come a long 
way since being that young 
redshirt freshman. I am proud 
of what our team accom-
plished, and I am glad I got to 
be a part of this legacy.”
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arts & entertainment

Seeking comic 
artists!

Contact thewestgeorgian@gmail.com 
for further information!

FOX’s “The Passion” is a must-watch

“the passion,” FOX’s live musi-
cal production that aired March 
20, inspired and awed viewers 
through a creative and modern 
recount of Jesus Christ’s last 
days and crucifixion. 
 The musical utilized 
areas in New Orleans, La., as 
the backdrop to narrate the 
story. Tyler Perry, creator of 
the Oprah Winfrey Network’s 
TV show “Love Thy Neighbor” 
and best known for his role 
as Madea, hosted this touch-
ing event from a stage. With a 
live audience, choir, musicians 
and a jumbotron that cut to the 
cast, he introduced and de-
scribed each upcoming scene.
  Home viewers and 

audience members witnessed 
Jesus (Jencarlos Canela) 
telling his disciples about 
his upcoming crucifixion, his 
last meal with his followers, 
his capture, Peter’s (Prince 
Royce) denial, Judas’ betray-
al (Chris Daughtry), Pontius 
Pilate’s (Seal) decisive mo-
ment to punish Jesus and, of 
course, Jesus’ crucifixion. The 
famous ballads Jesus’ mother 
Mary (Trisha Yearwood) sang 
journeyed viewers through her 
emotions. Yearwood did not 
have any dialogue.
 One interesting ele-
ment about this production 
was the setting. Duncan Park, 
the French Quarter, Jackson 
Square, Woldenberg Park, 
a neighborhood, a bakery, a 
graveyard and a food truck 

are most of the areas where 
Jesus’ story was retold. With-
in each of these locations, the 
cast sung songs and acted out 
pivotal points from the Bible.  
Because of the setting, the 
musical delivered on the mod-
ern aspect.  Viewers experi-
enced New Orleans from their 
living rooms.
 The entire cast 
crooned 21st century songs 
heard on the radio, another 
unique component. They cov-
ered tunes from artists such 
as Katy Perry, Phillip Phil-
lips, Evanescence and Train. 
They even included some 
oldies from Whitney Houston, 
Tina Turner and Ray Charles. 
Yolanda Adams, a gospel 
singer, also performed a New 
Orleans-style version of Louis 

Annierra Matthews
Chirf Copy Editor
amatthe9@my.westga.edu Armstrong’s “When the Saints 

Go Marching In” with the New 
Orleans Brass Band. The mu-
sic in the production was inter-
esting, entertaining and truly 
revealed each character’s per-
sonalities and emotions about 
Jesus’ crucifixion. 
 The significance and 
height of “The Passion” was 
the lit cross citizens carried 
throughout New Orleans to the 
main stage where Perry, the 
audience and the musicians 
waited. It represented Jesus’ 
crucifixion and the end of the 
musical. It was there, with the 
crowd around her, that Year-
wood sang “Broken” by Life-
house, as her hand touched 
the cross. Through this song, 
she was able to express 
Mary’s devastation about the 

loss of her son and the hope 
of his awakening on the third 
day. 
 As people carried the 
cross, entertainment corre-
spondent for “Entertainment 
Tonight” Nischelle Turner 
spoke to New Orleans citizens 
about what they believed car-
rying the cross meant. One 
woman said it meant justice 
for the loss of her own son. 
She explained that she would 
have faith that God would give 
her justice for his murder. A 
man mentioned that his moth-
er’s faith inspired him to come 
out. 
 “The Passion” was an 
unforgettable production that 
left the viewer with hope for 
unconditional love.
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North Carolina reigns 
in local governments, 
transgender rule

north Carolina legislators 
decided to rein in local gov-
ernments by approving a bill 
Wednesday that prevents cit-
ies and counties from passing 
their own anti-discrimination 
rules. The legislation, if enact-
ed, would deal a blow to the 
LGBT movement after suc-
cess with protections in cities 
across the country.
 The Republican-con-
trolled General Assembly took 
action after the city of Charlotte 
recently approved a broad an-
ti-discrimination measure that 
allows transgender people to 
use the restroom aligned with 
their gender identity.
 The Senate voted for 
the measure hours after the 
House had already passed it 
by a wide margin. Legislators 
now will ask Gov. Pat McCro-
ry, a Republican, to sign it 
into law. McCrory, the mayor 
of Charlotte for 14 years, has 
criticized the local ordinance 
but his office didn’t immediate-
ly respond to questions about 
whether he will sign the bill 
into law.
 Earlier this week, a 
top aide had concerns about 
the bill’s scope — raising 
questions about what the gov-
ernor’s response will be.
 Republicans and their 
allies have said intervening is 
necessary to protect the safety 
of women and children. There 
have been arguments that any 
man — perhaps a sex offender 
— could enter a woman’s re-
stroom or locker room simply 
by calling himself transgender.
 “It’s common sense — 
biological men should not me 
be in women’s showers, lock-
er rooms and bathrooms,” said 
GOP Rep. Dean Arp of Mon-
roe before the chamber voted 
84-24 for the legislation after 
nearly three hours of debate.
 Representatives for 
gay rights groups said the leg-
islation demonizes the com-
munity and espouses bogus 
claims about increasing the 
risk of sexual assaults. They 
say the bill will deny lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
people essential protections 
needed to ensure they can get 
a hotel room, hail a taxi or dine 
at a restaurant without fear.
 “Charlotte’s law is not 
unusual, unique or radical,” 
said Chris Sgro, executive di-
rector of Equality North Caro-
lina. “A special session to deal 
with such an ordinance is radi-
cal, unique and unusual.”
 GOP leaders sched-
uled the one-day session at 
the cost of $42,000 because 
Charlotte’s ordinance was set 
to take effect April 1. Other-
wise, the legislature wouldn’t 
have returned until late April.
 The bill would bar lo-
cal governments statewide 
from prohibiting discrimina-

Gary D. Robertson
Associated Press

tion in public places based on 
sexual orientation and gender 
identity. It directs all public 
schools, government agencies 
and public college campuses 
to require bathrooms or locker 
rooms be designated for use 
only by people based on their 
biological sex.
 Transgender people 
who have transitioned to the 
opposite sex wouldn’t be af-
fected if they get their birth 
certificate changed.
 Democrats said the 
bill makes North Carolina less 
inclusive and interferes with lo-
cal governments. They say the 
state could also risk billions in 
federal education dollars with 
the school policy.
 “This is really not 
about bathrooms,” said Dem-
ocratic Rep. Rodney Moore of 
Charlotte. “This is about fear.”
 Madeline Goss, a 
transgender woman from Ra-
leigh, told a House committee 
she grew up in western North 
Carolina but had to leave be-
cause she was bullied mer-
cilessly there. LGBT protec-
tions, Goss said, make it safer 
for her to live and allow her to 
the restroom where she feels 
most comfortable.
 “I can’t use the men’s 
room. I won’t go back to the 
men’s room. It is unsafe for 
me there. People like me die 
in there,” Goss said.
 Chloe Jefferson, 16, 
a private school student in 
Greenville, 85 miles east of 
Raleigh, told the committee 
she’s worried without legisla-
tive action, girls would soon 
have males changing their 
clothes in front of them.
 “I think everyone has 
the freedom to believe in what 
they want,” Jefferson said. 
“But they shouldn’t change the 
laws for a small number of stu-
dents that punish and single 
out the rest of us.”
 In a video, Democrat-
ic Attorney General Roy Coo-
per, who is running for gover-
nor against McCrory, called 
Wednesday’s actions “shame-
ful” and “unprecedented” and 
said they could hurt the state’s 
economy.
 Russell Peck, the gov-
ernor’s campaign manager, in 
turn accused Cooper of sup-
porting “forcing women and 
young girls to use the same 
restrooms and locker rooms 
as grown men.”
 Legislation requiring 
transgender students to use 
bathrooms corresponding with 
their birth gender have failed 
recently. South Dakota’s leg-
islature failed to override Gov. 
Dennis Daugaard’s veto and 
a similar bill in Tennessee bill 
died Tuesday.
 The North Carolina bill 
also would also make clear lo-
cal governments can’t require 
area businesses to pay work-
ers above the current mini-
mum wage, with some excep-
tions.

Sanders fighting 
perceptions he can’t 
overcome Clinton edge

Bernie sanders may be 
drawing thousands of 
people to his rallies and 
raising millions of dollars 
online, but increasingly 
he’s also having to make 
the case that his cam-
paign isn’t a lost cause.
 Sanders is fa-
vored over Democratic 
front-runner Hillary Clin-
ton in this weekend’s 
contests in Washington 
state, Hawaii and Alas-
ka. The Vermont senator 
also points to April con-
tests in Wisconsin and 
New York, and Califor-
nia’s June 7 primary, as 
elections where he could 
cut into her wide lead in 
delegates who will de-
cide the Democratic 
nomination.
 That lead, how-
ever, is more than 300 
pledged delegates — 
roughly about double the 
margin that then-Illinois 
Sen. Barack Obama 
held over Clinton during 
the 2008 primaries. It’s 
math that’s forced Sand-
ers to defend his path to 
victory amid whispers he 
should drop out.
 “There’s some 
mythology going around 
that we can’t win this 
election — that is my-
thology,” Sanders thun-
dered at a Los Angeles 
rally on Wednesday 
night.
 Sanders’ over-
whelming victories in 
Tuesday’s caucuses in 
Idaho and Utah helped 
him offset a loss in Ar-
izona, where he cam-
paigned extensively but 
failed to win more than 
40 percent of the vote. 
He netted about 20 more 
delegates than Clinton 
in the three states, but 
he ended the night still 
far behind Clinton in the 
overall delegate count.
 Once a major 
longshot, Sanders has 
pushed Clinton on policy 
and across the political 
map, winning a dozen 
states and challenging 
Democrats to confront 
income inequality and 
big money in politics. 
His rallies this past week 
drew more than 17,000 
people in Seattle, includ-
ing those standing in line 
or in an overflow room, 
and 13,000 in San Di-

ego.
 His online fund-
raising acts like an ATM 
— he has collected more 
than $140 million from 2 
million donors, raising 
$94 million in increments 
of $200 or less.
 Even as Clin-
ton focuses on GOP 
front-runner Donald 
Trump, Sanders has 
yet to ease up on the 
ex-secretary of state, 
regularly assailing her 
use of super PACs and 
her vote to authorize 
the war in Iraq. He has 
demanded she release 
the transcripts of her 
private speeches before 
Wall Street banks, add-
ing with sarcasm that 
they must have been 
“written in Shakespear-
ean prose” to merit the 
$225,000 paydays she 
received for making 
them.
 Yet the numbers 
remain difficult for Sand-
ers.
 Clinton enters 
Saturday’s contests with 
1,223 pledged dele-
gates compared to 920 
for Sanders, according 
to an Associated Press 
count. Including super-
delegates, the elected 
officials and party lead-
ers free to support any 
candidate, Clinton’s lead 
is 1,690-946. It takes 
2,383 delegates to win 
the Democratic nomina-
tion.
 If Sanders 
hopes to catch up to 
Clinton in pledged del-
egates, he must win 58 
percent of those remain-
ing. So far, he’s only win-
ning 43 percent. Over-
taking her lead when 
superdelegates are 
included would require 
him to do even better.
 “He can’t win, 
but he’s also the Ener-
gizer bunny. He’s not go-
ing to stop,” said Dem-
ocratic strategist Craig 
Varoga, who is not affil-
iated with a presidential 
campaign. “He will keep 
on going even when it’s 
mathematically impossi-
ble for him to win.”
 Clinton often 
reminds her audiences 
she has won more votes 
than any other presiden-
tial candidate, including 
Trump. “I have gotten 
2.6 million more votes 
than Bernie Sanders,” 
she said Tuesday in Ev-
erett, Washington.
 Sanders’ best 

opportunity to cut into 
Clinton’s lead may rest 
in New York, which Clin-
ton represented in the 
Senate, and in Califor-
nia, with 475 pledged 
delegates, the most of 
any state. Clinton, it 
should be noted, won 
both states convincingly 
over Obama in 2008.
“California will be the 
final word on the nomi-
nating process for both 
sides and I’m going to 
work as hard as I possi-
bly can to do well here, 
reaching out to every 
part of the state, every 
voter in it,” Clinton said 
Thursday in Los Ange-
les. “Because not only 
do I value California’s 
important role as the ex-
clamation point on the 
primary nominating pro-
cess, but it’s important 
to get ready and orga-
nized for the fall elec-
tion, where so much is 
at stake for our country.”
Sanders senior adviser 
Tad Devine said a loss 
for Clinton in New York 
“would be an enormous 
setback. Maybe they 
can recover from that, 
but maybe they can’t. 
That is going to be a 
milestone in the nomi-
nating process.”
He added, “In California, 
we do have the potential 
for a substantial victory.” 
Recent preference polls 
show Clinton with a lead 
in the state.
Sanders has pledged 
to take his campaign to 
the Democratic National 
Convention in Philadel-
phia to give Democrat-
ic voters a choice. His 
campaign has dismissed 
calls to drop out, a no-
tion that gained attention 
this week when Markos 
Moulitsas, a prominent 
liberal and the founder 
and publisher of the Dai-
ly Kos, wrote that Sand-
ers’ “race to the White 
House is over.”
Devine said that would 
have no impact on the 
Sanders campaign and 
by staying in, Sanders 
would register millions 
of young supporters 
and independents who 
would help the party’s 
nominee.
“We’re going into a peri-
od of the process where 
we feel we can win. We 
can win delegates and 
we can win states,” he 
said. “The idea is to chip 
away at her lead in del-
egates.”

Ken Thomas
Associated Press



6 | March 28 - April 3, 2016 | Vol. 70, Ed.19 | The West Georgian

Jason W. Swindle Sr.    (770) 836-8332    jason@swindlelaw.com    www.swindlelaw.com

310 Tanner Street Carrollton, GA 30117

Criminal Defense Attorney

Serving the University of  West 
Georgia area for over a decade

Numerous prior client reviews, 
including former and current 

UWG students

Endorsed by over 100 fellow 
attorneys

Dane M. Garland      dane.swindlelaw@gmail.com

Drug Offenses

DUI (Driving Under the Influence)

CUA (Consumption Under Age)

Alcohol Related Offenses

Do your own research and ask your fellow students about Swindle Law Group

A groundbreaking new book that will 
impact the national discussion on 

criminal justice reform

The VERDICT IS IN 
Fix the Criminal Justice System

by
Jason W. Swindle Sr.

Release date October 31, softback available early November



March 28 - April 3, 2016 | Vol. 70, Ed.19 | The West Georgian | 7

associated press
University of California approves anti-Semitism statement

Indiana governor signs fetal defects abortion ban into law

Lisa Leff

Aric Chokey

Associated Press

Associated Press

a university oF CaliFornia committee 
agreed Wednesday to single out an-
ti-Semitism as a form of intolerance 
that campus leaders should challenge 
but rejected a more far-reaching de-
nouncement of arguments against Is-
rael’s right to exist.
 A year in the making, the for-
mal position opposing anti-Semitic 
behavior comes amid a wave of im-
passioned campus activism that has 
sparked tensions between Palestinian 
rights supporters and strong allies of 
Israel.
 The committee of the uni-
versity’s governing Board of Regents 
voted unanimously to send what is be-
ing called a “Statement of Principles 
Against Intolerance” to the full board 
for consideration on Thursday.
“Anti-Semitism and other forms of dis-
crimination have no place in the univer-
sity,” it reads.
 The 10-paragraph declaration 
seeks to spell out the difference be-
tween the vigorous intellectual debates 
the university says it exists to promote 
and the “acts of hatred and other intol-
erant behavior” campus leaders have a 
duty to combat.
 One section, for example, 
states that candidates for leadership 
positions should not be discredited 
based on bias or stereotyping. The 
principle was an apparent reference to 
a UCLA student seeking a seat on the 

student government’s judicial council 
being asked whether she would be 
able to remain impartial given her Jew-
ish heritage.
 “Intellectual and creative ex-
pression that is intended to shock has a 
place in our community,” the document 
reads. “Nevertheless, mutual respect 
and civility within debate and dialogue 
advance the mission of the university.”
 The statement was drafted in 
response to pro-Israel groups that de-
manded more be done to protect Jew-
ish students amid heightened activism 
on behalf of Palestinian rights.
 When a draft of the statement 
was released last week, critics ex-
pressed alarm over an accompanying 
report that listed “anti-Zionism” — the 
rejection of Israel’s right to exist — 
as another kind of discrimination that 
didn’t belong at the university.
 Faculty and student groups 
said the report, if endorsed along with 
the principles themselves, could be 
used to stifle free speech and scholar-
ship.
 “Anti-Zionism names a polit-
ical viewpoint that individuals have a 
right to express under the First Amend-
ment,” Judith Butler, a UC Berkeley 
comparative literature professor, told 
the board.
 The regents’ Educational Pol-
icy Committee softened the disputed 
wording on Wednesday.
 Regent Norman Pattiz, who 
served on the task force that drafted 
the statement and report, suggested 

amending it to read, “Anti-Semitism, 
anti-Semitic forms of anti-Zionism and 
other forms of discrimination have no 
place at the University of California.”
 Pattiz said the change would 
make clear the university recognizes a 
distinction between legitimate criticism 
of Israel and actions that cross the 
line into inappropriate demonization of 
Jewish people.
 The system-wide principles 
are meant to be “aspirational rather 
than prohibitory,” said Charles Robin-
son, the UC system’s general counsel,
As such, they do not bar particular 
acts or proscribe sanctions but serve 
to remind administrators of their duty to 
combat bias and to impose discipline in 
cases that violate existing anti-discrim-
ination policies, Robinson said.
 The principles “express a view-
point on conduct that promotes and 
conduct that undermines the purposes 
and mission of the university,” he said. 
“Intolerance, discrimination and bias 
fall into the latter category.”
 Student Regent Avi Oved, a 
UCLA student who is active in Jew-
ish affairs and served on the advisory 
group, said it was important that the 
statement make key distinctions.
 “Anti-Zionism should not be 
conflated with criticism of Israel, or the 
Israeli government,” he said. “When 
voices veer from criticism of Israeli pol-
icy to an unjust denial of Israel’s right 
to exist or Jews’ right to self-determi-
nation is when the distinction between 
robust discussions and anti-Zionism 

become clear.”
 Oved added, though, that 
students with strong ties to Israel are 
sometimes subject to slurs that would 
not be tolerated if they were directed at 
other minority groups.
 If adopted on Thursday, the 
declaration would make the University 
of California the first public university 
system to reaffirm its opposition to an-
ti-Semitic behavior since campaigns 
for academic and economic boycotts 
of Israel have taken root on many U.S. 
college campuses.
 Pro-Palestinian groups and 
faculty members with research spe-
cialties in the Middle East were upset 
that anti-Semitism was the only type of 
intolerance specifically mentioned in 
the principles at a time when Muslims 
in the U.S. increasingly face discrimi-
nation.
 They remained concerned that 
the slight change to the introductory 
report made Wednesday did not go far 
enough.
 “The regents’ new policy of-
fers no clarity on how to determine 
when criticism of Israel or anti-Zionism 
crosses a line into anti-Semitism, and 
was predicated on the erroneous as-
sumption that support for Palestinian 
rights is inherently anti-Semitic,” said 
Tallie Ben Daniel, a coordinator for the 
pro-Palestinian group Jewish Voice for 
Peace.
On Thursday, the full board could fur-
ther amend the document, approve it 
in its entirety or reject some or all of it.

repuBliCan gov. Mike 
Pence signed a bill into 
law Thursday making In-
diana the second state to 
ban abortions because 
of fetal genetic abnor-
malities such as Down 
syndrome.
 Pence signed 
the measure just hours 
ahead of his deadline to 
take action on the pro-
posal approved by the 
Republican-dominated 
Legislature two weeks 
ago, the governor’s office 
said. It is due to take ef-
fect in July, but Planned 
Parenthood of Indiana 
and Kentucky said it will 
ask a court to block the 
measure before that can 
happen.
 “It is clear that 
the governor is more 
comfortable practicing 

medicine without a li-
cense than behaving as 
a responsible lawyer, 
as he picks and choos-
es which constitutional 
rights are appropriate,” 
the group’s head, Betty 
Cockrum, said in a state-
ment.
 Pence called the 
bill “a comprehensive 
pro-life measure that af-
firms the value of all hu-
man life.”
 “I believe that a 
society can be judged by 
how it deals with its most 
vulnerable — the aged, 
the infirm, the disabled 
and the unborn,” he said 
in a statement.
 In addition to 
banning abortions due to 
fetal genetic abnormali-
ties, the law will prohibit 
abortions done because 
of a fetus’s race, sex or 
ancestry and mandates 
that the only way to dis-
pose of an aborted fetus 

is through burial or cre-
mation.
 The bill has 
been criticized by a na-
tional group of gynecolo-
gists and several female 
Republican members of 
the GOP-dominated In-
diana Legislature, who 
say it goes too far in 
telling women what they 
can and can’t do.
 “We know that 
you’re going to be forc-
ing woman and families 
to suffer emotionally be-
cause they’re going to 
be force to carry preg-
nancies that are not via-
ble,” said Kate Connors, 
director of communica-
tions for the American 
College of Obstetricians 
and Gynecologists, 
which recently wrote to 
Pence urging him to de-
feat the bill. “We’ve been 
hoping that the resound-
ing chorus of voices 
would hit home. It obvi-

ously did not.”
 Pence was a 
prominent abortion rights 
opponent while serving 
in Congress before be-
ing elected governor in 
2012 and received per-
fect scores from Indiana 
Right to Life for his re-
cord of opposing abor-
tion.
 “By signing the 
dignity for the unborn bill, 
Gov. Pence has again 
signified his commitment 
to protecting life,” Mike 
Fichter, president of IRL, 
said in a statement. “We 
are pleased that our 
state values life no mat-
ter an individual’s poten-
tial disability, gender or 
race.”
 Pence is also 
facing a tough re-elec-
tion campaign in a re-
match against Democrat 
John Gregg and will be 
counting on a strong 
turnout from his evangel-

ical base in November. 
Gregg said Thursday he 
would have vetoed the 
measure.
 “Like so many 
other polices put forth 
by Mike Pence and the 
Republican Legislature, 
this does nothing but fur-
ther damage our state’s 
reputation and divide our 
people,” Gregg said.
 It is unclear what 
impact, if any, the restric-
tions will actually have 
on abortions, as women 
could cite other reasons 
— or not give any — for 
seeking an abortion. Un-
der the measure, doctors 
who perform forbidden 
abortions could be sued 
for wrongful death or 
face discipline from the 
state medical licensing 
board. Women receiving 
such abortions wouldn’t 
face punishment.
 Critics say the 
measure would require 
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pregnant women to en-
dure complicated preg-
nancies that pose a dan-
ger to their health and 
would lead women to not 
speak candidly with their 
doctors.
 North Dakota 
adopted similar restric-
tions under a 2013 law 
approved by that state’s 
Republican-led Legisla-
ture.
 Critics in Indi-
ana question whether 
the measure is consti-
tutional, and even GOP 
House Speaker Brian 
Bosma said he expects a 
court challenge if Pence 
signs the bill into law. 
The New York-based 
Center for Reproductive 
Rights backed a lawsuit 
challenging the North 
Dakota law, but it went 
unresolved because the 
Fargo clinic decided in-
stead to focus its fight on 
another abortion ban.
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Raman Spectroscopyis a spectroscopic technique the

studies vibrational modes of a

molecule. When monochromatic

impinges on a molecule, a small

fraction (~1 in 108) of the photons

undergo Raman scattering,

gaining or losing an amount of

energy equal to the energy

associated with a molecular

vibration. The vibrational signals

collected by Raman Spectroscopy

allow molecules to be easily

identified.
Surface-enhanced

Raman Spectroscopy can

increase the molecular signals by

up to 1015 times. SERS is

requires that an analyte be near

(within a few nanometers) a

nanoscale roughened noble metal

surface. The surface acts like a

miniature antenna, amplifying the

electromagnetic fields of both the

incoming photon and the leaving,

wavelength shifted photon.Laser Raman scattering
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The ability of Raman spectroscopy  
to identify molecules 

based on their unique 
vibrational modes makes it an

attractive technique for in vivo analysis. 
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We are testing the feasibility of acquiring SERS signals

through the skin. By using infrared light (780 nm) we

are able to not only avoid exciting tissue 

autofluoresence, but also penetrate

dermal layers with the excitation .

beam. An implantable SERS
sensor would enable 

optical measurement without drawing blood.
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SERS of Chemical Clouds
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The identification of unknown

substances in low concentrations in

the form of vaporous emissions or,

clouds is challenging analytical

problem. SERS has been utilized for

spectral identification of analytes at

low concentrations, but remote

sensing would require us to get a

SERS active surface to a target

cloud, and to then spectroscopically

interrogate the system via a Raman

capable telescope. We will use a

nebulizer/ spray chamber to study

the kinetics of mixing of aerosolized

SERS active nanostructures with

vapor phase analytes. Medical

nebulizers aerosolize both the

analyte and the SERS active colloid.

This reasonably simulates conditions

in which little over dispersal

conditions exist (e.g. a tear gas

canister or smoke stack). We will test

and develop functional monolayer

coatings to improve chemical
selectivity of the nanoparticles. TiO2

Kaolin is valued for being inherently white, 

nonabrasive, and chemically inert.  This white clay 

mineral is in high demand by paper mills for its 

brightness and gloss. To enhance these qualities, the crude 

clay must be processed into a refined finished product.  One of the 

biggest tasks in the kaolin industry is to remove impurities from

kaolin. The major contributor of impurities in crude kaolin is

different polymorphs of TiO2.  Although pure TiO2 is 

white and has high brightness, natural impurities impart 

undesired color to the TiO2 so its removal is essential for 

enhancing the brightness of kaolin.  Genrally, brightness has an 

inverse relationship to TiO2 concentrations.  Raman spectroscopy can 

identify the different polymorphs of TiO2.  Anatase, rutile, and brookite have 

unique crystal structures and can be distinguished by their vibrational 

spectra. We will use Raman spectroscopy and chemometrics to 

monitor TiO2 levels as we follow the refinement process of kaolin 

to show exactly what happens in a kaolin plant.  The data

can be used to compare the different process samples 

to identify the best for TiO2 removal, and in quality 

control labs to improve industrial applications 

e.g. the design on line monitoring 

system with distributed  fiber 
optic Raman spectroscopy. 

Novel Nanosphere Lithography (NSL) Fabrication

Nanosphere lithography is a powerful technique for the fabrication of

nanoparticles with controlled geometries. Pyramids, chains, Christmas

tree, dog bone, discs, and well shapes can all be made by NSL. Highly

parallel processing results in millions of nearly identical particles being

made simultaneously. For pyramids, we can easily control the out of

plane height by depositing different mass thicknesses of metal. The width

changed by selecting the diameter of the nanospheres used in the

deposition mask. Unfortunately, there is no fascicle way to control inter-

particle spacing, the kagome lattice is fixed. However, by plastically

deforming the polymer spheres, we can overcome this limitation.
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Nanosphere lithography is a
powerful and versatile way

to make a variety of nanoparticles 

Nanotechnology: Ancient Art Modern ScienceThe brilliant red and yellows of many old

stained glass windows comes from nanometer

sized pieces of gold and silver. Modern

chemists are finding many new used for these

particles due to their unique optical,

magnetic, catalytic, electronic, & other size

dependant properties.
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