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Wojcik to bring fresh ideas 
to Carrollton City Council

Daniel Forte
Contributing Writer
dforte1@my.westga.edu

The TradiTional conservaTive values of 
the city of Carrollton will be tested with 
the newest member of City Council. In 
a runoff election on Tuesday, March 
29, Rory Wojcik defeated Wes Phil-
lips with 299 votes to 233, earning him 
the official title of Carrollton’s Ward 2 
representative. Wojcik’s platform em-
phasized Carrollton’s parks and arts 
programs, improving public transit and 
beautifying lesser-industrialized parts 
of the city. 
 Wojcik has attended city coun-
cil and mayor meetings periodically the 
last six years and took a special inter-
est in issues including pedestrian safe-
ty, traffic calming and city planning. 
When a vacancy opened up in October 
2015 for the Ward 2 City Council seat, 
becoming a representative seemed 
like a natural step toward Wojcik’s ulti-
mate goal of creating the best commu-
nity for his family and friends.  
 “My friends and family would 
already ask me to voice their opinions 
at meetings so I thought ‘what better 
way to represent the voices of the cit-
izens than being the representative?’” 
said Wojcik. 
 Wojcik began his campaign 
for the Ward 2 seat by attending board 
meetings and civic group meetings. He 
also organized one-on-one meetings 
with some of Carrollton’s key constit-
uents and city officials in an effort to 
better understand the city’s current is-
sues. 
 After building a solid founda-
tion of understanding and developing 
his own ideas for improving the city, 
Wojcik coordinated with campaign vol-
unteers to outline a strategic plan.

 “We had a great group of sup-
porters that were able to disperse infor-
mation of the campaign to their neigh-
bors,” expressed Wojcik. “I knocked on 
probably 1,000 doors and had a great 
social media presence throughout the 
campaign.”
 A native of Dublin, Ireland, 
Wojcik’s family immigrated to the U.S. 
in 1996. After spending a few years in 
Marietta, Ga., his family continued its 
journey to Carrollton, where Wojcik 
graduated from Carrollton High School 
and later the University of West Geor-
gia with bachelor’s in Sociology. 
 Wojcik has worked at UWG in 
various capacities for the past decade 
and is currently the Assistant Direc-
tor of Event Production for University 
Communications and Marketing. He 
notes successful partnerships play an 

important role in the university’s strate-
gic plan and wants to work to continue 
the collaborative efforts between the 
university and city of Carrollton. 
 “Building a partnership be-
tween the city and the university 
through open dialogue, meaningful 
and deliberate comprehensive plan-
ning is paramount to ensure sustain-
able growth and mutually beneficial 
collaboration,” said Wojcik. “From a 
city perspective, we want to accommo-
date and encourage quality university 
growth.” 
 Wojcik was outspoken during 
the campaign about the importance 
of encouraging growth in Carrollton’s 
community parks and arts programs to 

Striving to change students’ 
attitude about sexual assault

The UniversiTy of WesT GeorGia’s radio station, The WOLF Inter-
net Radio, is throwing its annual music festival on April 14, 2016. 
The on-campus festival, penned WOLFstock, has become tra-
dition at UWG since the establishment of The WOLF in 2010. 
WOLFstock is an opportunity for local bands and musicians to 
showcase their talents and promote their sound, as well as for 
students and Carrollton residents to enjoy a night of free music 
and games. 
 According to Sarah Sulski, promotions director for The 
WOLF Internet Radio, the event will be held at the Campus Cen-
ter with nine different music groups performing on three different 
stages. The two main stages will be located in the Campus Center 
Ballroom and there will also be a small acoustic stage set up on 
the Campus Center Patio. The festival has grown in the last six 
years, and in 2015 featured One Shot Ellie, who appeared on the 
season nine of “The Voice.”
 “We at The WOLF work really hard to show our peers 
that it is important to expose yourself to a wide variety of music, 
especially music that is not mainstream,” said Sulski. “WOLFstock 
is our yearly event where we get to share all of the talented artists 
that we know.”
 The sixth edition of WOLFstock will feature nine musical 
groups from genres including alternative, hip-hop and country. 
Musical groups include: Paris Luna, Hannah Washington, Dj Dia-
mond, Moran tha Man, The Founders, BLT Band, Trey Team and 
Belle Rousse.
 The festival is going to be headlined by Hero The Band. 
An electric soul group comprised of four brothers, the band was 
recently featured on Atlanta’s 11 Alive News. They are also sched-
uled to appear on the next season of “America’s Got Talent.”  
 Admission is free, and along with the music, there will be 
an arcade corner in the Campus Center with games on Nintendo 
64, prizes and t-shirt giveaways. There will also be food served 
every hour. The event lasts from 6-10 p.m. 

The UniversiTy of WesT GeorGia will con-
tinue to advocate and promote sexual 
assault awareness and prevention on 
campus during April, the National Sexual 
Assault Awareness Month (SAAM). 
 According to Re’Nesha Weston, 
health educator at UWG, the Take Back 
the Night march and rally on March 7 was 
one of the largest programs organized by 
the university to raise awareness about 
sexual and domestic violence. This was 
UWG’s third Take Back the Night event in 
which students marched across campus 
and rallied at the Campus Center to hear 
from sexual assault survivors and peers.
 “There were several depart-
ments of Student Affairs and counselors 
and patient advocates present at Take 
Back the Night rally, where we provided 
resources and information on preven-
tion of sexual assault and violence,” said 
Weston. 
 As part of promoting awareness 
on sexual violence and educating stu-
dents on victim response and bystander 
intervention, UWG Health Services will 
have tables outside the library and oth-
er locations each week throughout the 
month. The tables will provide informa-
tion on campus resources available to 
students in the event of an assault.
 The history of SAAM dates back 
to the late 1970s when women in En-
gland walked the streets at nights, pro-
testing violence they had encountered. 
These protests were known as Take 
Back the Night marches, which gradually 

spread across the world.
 In 1978, San Francisco and New 
York City held the first Take Back the 
Night events in the United States. With 
more and more advocates voicing con-
cerns and violence against men as well, 
the U.S. declared and observed SAAM in 
April 2001. Since then, the National Sex-
ual Violence Resource Center has led 
the conversation and promotes the event 
across the country.  
 The “Protect Our Pack” cam-
paign, launched in March 2015, has be-
come the slogan through which UWG 
promotes awareness of sexual and do-
mestic violence.
 “There has been an increase in 
the knowledge level among students fol-
lowing the launch of ‘Protect Our Pack’ 
campaign and other rigorous aware-
ness-raising events,” said Weston. 
“Knowing these things happen more of-
ten than we care to admit and, unlike the 
creepy men in the bushes, that it is fa-
miliar faces that become the perpetrator, 
helps prevent ourselves and others from 
becoming the victim.” 
 According to the UWG Police’s 
annual report, the number of forcible sex 
offenses and rape peaked in 2013 com-
pared to 2012 and 2014, where numbers 
remained relatively low. 
 “The evaluation and assessment 
tools we utilize show an attitude change 
pertaining to sexual assault,” continued 
Weston. “People are becoming more 
aware of what it is, how it really happens 
and ways to prevent it. Learning the re-
sources available on campus also helps.”

WOLF Internet Radio 
celebrates birthday with 
annual WOLFstock
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Third annual Food 
Truck Festival draws 
nearly 500 students

UWG sets plan for 
stray cats on campus

UWG math professor receives 
prestigious grant for research

on saTUrday, April 2,, Stay West Weekends hosted 
its third annual Food Truck Festival. 
 The trucks parked in the bookstore parking 
lot to serve students free food. Students presented 
their student IDs to receive one complimentary food 
truck voucher. 
 According to Tiffany Powers, graduate as-
sistant for weekend programing in the Center for 
Student Involvement (CSI), approximately 500 stu-
dents came to the event. 
  The food trucks in attendance were Nana 
G’s Chicken and Waffles, Tex’s Tacos and Sweet 
Auburn BBQ. Sweet Auburn BBQ participated in last 
year’s festival, but Nana G’s Chicken and Waffles 
and Tex’s Tacos were both new to the festival. 
 “It was my second time going, and I would 
definitely do it again,” said Rachel Isreal, a UWG 
junior. “I liked the variety of food they had with the 
BBQ, Mexican and a kind of soul food. It was actu-
ally filling and not just some little snack.”
 Nana G’s Chicken and Waffles drew in the 
biggest crowds of attendees. Even though Nana G’s 
offered two choices of entrées, either chicken and 
fries or chicken with a bacon infused waffle, there 
were many students walking around with a basket 
of the chicken and bacon infused waffle. 
 “I had the tacos from Tex’s Tacos,” said 
Briana Wilburn, a UWG senior. “The tacos tasted 
good, and I was a little upset that we couldn’t get 
seconds.”

ever since Dr. Christopher Jett, 
assistant professor of Mathe-
matics Education at the Uni-
versity of West Georgia, was 
a young boy, math has been 
his favorite subject. After being 
known as the math whiz kid in 
elementary school and tutoring 
friends in math, he was, ironi-
cally, given the nickname “Pro-
fessor.” 
 Jett was awarded 
the esteemed National Sci-
ence Foundation (NSF) Ca-
reer Grant for his research in 
the broadening participation 
of African-American males in 
science, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM) majors. 
According to Jett’s research, 
black males are underrep-
resented in STEM majors in 
Georgia institutions. Over the 
next four years, he plans to use 
the $400,000 from the grant 
to interview African-American 
males at different Atlanta in-
stitutions about choices and 
experiences of being STEM 
majors. This is a subject of 
particular interest to Jett, as he 
is a black male STEM major 
himself.
 “In the third year [of 
my research], I will have what 
I call the ‘African-American 
Male Mathematics Network,’” 
said Jett. “I’ll have things like 
webinars, and I am going to 
create a website and a Face-

book page to support black 
men who have interests in 
mathematics.”
 Mathematics has 
been a large part of Jett’s life 
since his childhood. Jett cred-
ited his dad as his main influ-
ence in his decision to study 
math.
 “My dad was very in-
strumental because he stud-
ied accounting in college,” said 
Jett. “I think just being around 
numbers all the time and that 
exposure as a young kid real-
ly help propel that interest in 
math.”
 While Jett has only 
been a member of the UWG 
faculty since 2012, he is quick-
ly making his presence known 
with the number of awards 
and grants he has earned in 

his years here. Jett was previ-
ously awarded the President’s 
Development Award, the Out-
standing Teaching Award and, 
in addition to the NSF Career 
Grant, Jett will be awarded 
the University Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning (SoTL) 
Award on April 20. 
 Even as his award 
count grows, Jett said he is 
most satisfied by his job when 
he sees his students succeed.
 “The most rewarding 
thing about my job is that I get 
to work with future math teach-
ers,” said Jett. “If I really get to 
influence them, the influence 
is beyond me. It’s humbling 
to know that I get to affect all 
these people who will go out 
and affect other children in 
schools.”

There is a larGe prob-
lem that is occurring 
daily on the University 
ofWest Georgia cam-
pus. This problem has 
recently been brought 
up with the Center for 
Disease Control (CDC), 
the American Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (ASPCA) and 
The Wild Things organi-
zation. Currently, the fe-
ral cats on campus raise 
risk for the well-being of 
students, staff and the 
campus environment. 
 UWG is taking 
action to deal with the 
problem of feral cats on 
campus. Many students 
have announced their 
concern because of the 
possible cat diseases 
some cats may carry. 
UWG has set a plan in 
action to lower the cat 

population and, in doing 
so, reducing the risk of 
the diseases possibly 
carried.   
 According to the 
ASPCA and the CDC, in 
the past 10 years, Feline 
Immunodeficiency Virus 
(FIV) is at an all-time 
high for the nation. Not 
only is there the issue 
of FIV, but feral cats can 
also carry rabies, toxo-
plasmosis, plague, par-
asites, feline leukemia 
virus plus a multitude of 
others. 
 “The rise in 
FIV and other diseases 
was the main reason 
that UWG amended its 
program to testing and 
immunizing the cats,” 
said Director of Risk 
Management/Environ-
mental Health & Safety 
(RM/EHS) Matt Jordan. 
“Despite their cuteness, 
feral cats are wild ani-
mals. Their instinct is to 
fight viciously if they are 
cornered or if they feel 

threatened.” 
 Students have 
been trying to help with 
the cats for some time. 
However, one specific 
group has made an im-
pact on the campus. The 
Pre-Vet society at UWG 
has tried to work with 
university officials to low-
er the population of the 
cats.
 RM/EHS had to 
decline any lend of help 
from students due to lia-
bility, regulatory and op-
erational issues. 
 “The university 
is reducing its feral cat 
population through ster-
ilization,” said Jordan. 
“The most effective, and 
most humane, way to 
address the cat popula-
tion is to prevent kittens 
from being added to the 
colonies.  In the past few 
years, the university has 
reduced its cat popula-
tion significantly through 
adoption, attrition and 
preventing offspring.  

There is also a Feral 
Cat Committee that is 
in development and will 
include the counsel of a 
local veterinarian.”
 The univer-
sity has practiced a 
Trap-Neuter-Release 
(TNR) program for sev-
eral years, but due to 
concern for transmitted 
diseases, the universi-
ty has modified TNR to 
a Trap-Neuter-Vacci-
nate-Release (TNVR) 
program. The overarch-
ing goal is to humanely 
reduce the cat popula-
tion.
 “The TNVR 
program is not only hu-
mane, but it is simple,” 
said Jordan. “University 
employees and volun-
teers working for Risk 
Management periodi-
cally trap the cats, then 
take the cats to the spay/
neuter clinic for testing, 
vaccinating and neuter-
ing, and finally return the 
cats to their colonies.”
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help the community flourish. 
 “Without quality of life additions, 
nothing sets our city apart,” asserted Wojcik. 
“Our city has one of the best parks programs 
in our area. I would love to see more focus on 
quality arts programs to embrace the diverse 
arts scene.”
 Tying his enthusiasm for parks in with 
his efforts to remain active on social media, 
Wojcik uploaded a video to his “Rory Wojcik – 
City Council” Facebook page on March 17 of 
him speaking at Legends West Park on Willie 
North Road in Carrollton. The park is current-
ly under construction and Wojcik used the 
video to highlight the park’s newly completed 
recreation center and stage, which could be 
used for plays or small concerts and will be a 
great asset in his goal of advancing local arts 
programs.
 Another point Wojcik emphasized 
for building a better community is increasing 
alternative modes of transportation. He be-
lieves addressing the needs of the communi-
ty through shuttle services and bike-sharing 
programs will help ensure citizens of Carroll-
ton have access to not only their basic needs, 
but also entertainment.
 “Not owning a car should not be a 
barrier to the local grocery store, library or 
downtown square,” said Wojcik. “Public trans-
portation is not a profit generating venture – it 
is a public service to our elderly, disabled and 
other citizens without automobiles.” 
 Wojcik’s campaign also focused on 
the Bankhead Highway Revitalization Proj-
ect. The stretch of Bankhead Highway from 
Northside Drive to Adamson Square serves 
as the primary entrance to the city of Carroll-
ton, but Wojcik believes the current impres-
sion the area leaves on visitors does not ac-
curately represent the Carrollton community. 
 “Bankhead Highway has become 
blighted and needs city focus,” said Wojcik. 
“Streetscapes, beautifications, sidewalks and 
bike lanes coupled with business incentives 
and sign ordinances will allow for deliberate 
and sustainable economic growth. This will 
allow for a true entrance corridor to showcase 
our community, create jobs and ensure quali-
ty local business growth in the long term.”
 Wojcik is set to be officially sworn in 
at the City Council meeting on Monday, April 
11. 
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Lambda hosts 
annual Drag Show

Motivational speaker talks diversity 
in “Family Guy” and “South Park”

The sTUdenT Activities 
Council (SAC) and the 
Center of Diversity and 
Inclusion (CDI) wel-
comed motivational 
speaker Matt Glowacki 
to the UWG campus on 
Wednesday, March 10, 
in the Campus Center 
Ballroom for a presen-
tation on “Diversity Ac-
cording to ‘Family Guy’ 
and ‘South Park.’” 
 The event 
opened with a short in-
troduction from Glowac-
ki. He explained he was 
born without any legs 
and how that experience 
never stopped him from 
accomplishing his goals, 
like exceling at sports 
and finding a career he 
loved. He created the 
presentation to help 
college students under-
stand that diversity af-
fects everyone.  
 “Television, like 
all things creative, imi-
tates life,” said Glowacki. 
“I use clips from ‘Family 
Guy’ and ‘South Park’ to 
help break down mass 
media’s perceptions on 
body image, weight and 
social prejudices.”
 Glowacki fo-
cused on three main 
categories in regards to 
diversity and how they 
are portrayed in the 
shows: racism, ableism 

(discrimination against 
people with disabilities) 
and lookism (discrim-
ination based on how 
someone looks). Exam-
ples were plucked from 
the television programs 
and used to explain the 
stereotypical attitudes 
and behaviors in regards 
to people’s differences.
 One of the clips 
he showed was from 
the “With Apologies to 
Jesse Jackson” episode 
of “South Park.” Randy, 
one of the show’s main 
characters, was select-
ed to go on the popular 
game show “Wheel of 
Fortune.” After saying 
the n-word on nation-
al television, Randy is 
forced to apologize to 
Jesse Jackson in hopes 
to return to his normal 
life before the incident. 
 “I think it’s a 
bit odd that whenever 
someone says some-
thing inappropriate 
about people of color, 
they have to apologize 
to him,” said Glowacki. 
“Here I am with a micro-
phone, a disability and a 
stage, but I would never 
tell you to apologize to 
me if you ever wronged 
someone with a disabil-
ity.”
 Glowacki also 
shared his belief that the 
fashion industry is sell-
ing eating disorders. He 
introduced the idea with 
a clip from “Family Guy” 
that showed main char-
acters Stewie and Bri-

an making fun of Meg’s 
body and weight. Despite 
the clip’s humor, Glowac-
ki explained how younger 
audiences are unknow-
ingly internalizing this 
kind of hatred towards 
different body types. He 
compared a photo of a 
fashion model to a Bar-
bie doll as an example 
that both women have 
unrealistic body types. 
 “The body mass 
index of a model who 
5’9 is 15-17, which is 
around 115 pounds,” 
said Glowacki. “A healthy 
weight for a woman who 
is 5’9 is between 124-164 
pounds – that’s closer to 
Meg’s size.” 
 Glowacki closed 
his presentation by ex-
plaining the term “disabili-
ty privilege.” Even though 
he classifies himself as 
a white, heterosexu-
al, land-owning male in 
America, he is still a part 
of a minority group due to 
his disability and there-
fore receives treatment 
that he otherwise would 
not.  He shared personal 
stories about strangers 
giving him money during 
the holidays because 
they assume he is going 
through a rough time.
 “It’s pretty awe-
some, I know,” said 
Glowacki. “But what if 
your minority group made 
others follow you around 
the mall when you’re do-
ing a little holiday shop-
ping because they think 
you’re going to steal?”

lambda, UWG’s Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, Queer 
(LGBTQ) organization, host-
ed its seventh annual Drag 
Show in the Campus Center 
Ballroom on Saturday, April 
2. Students filled the ballroom 
to watch Atlanta drag queens 
Destiny Brooks, Arilyn Oz, Iy-
sis Dupree, Heather Daniels, 
Porsha Daniels and Kitty Love 
Antoinette performed confi-
dent and sensual routines.
 “Lambda’s Drag Show 
was started in order to reach 
out to the West Georgia com-
munity and get them engaged 
in something typically consid-
ered a part of the LGBTQ com-
munity,” said Shelby Hearn, 
Lambda’s president. 
 Four of the six per-
formers – Oz, Antoinette, Por-
sha Daniels and Heather Dan-
iels – also performed in the 
Drag Show last year. 
 “I think our audience is 
what keeps performers com-
ing back,” said Hearn. “UWG 
students are very enthusiastic 
audience members, and that’s 
what makes it fun. We’ve got 
great energy from them.”
 According to Hearn, 
huge crowd turnout is typical 
at past event, normally with 
over 100 people in attendance, 
and this year proved no differ-
ent. Students filled every chair 
in the room, with some even 
standing in the back.
 “People love a good 
drag show, and it’s nice not to 
have to drive all the way out 
to Atlanta to see one,” said 
Hearn. “Not to mention this 
one is free.”
 Students received 
nothing less than the full 
show. In glorious, sexy cos-
tumes, the stunning queens 
lip-synced and danced across 
the stage to pop hits including 
Beyonce’s “Formation” and Ri-
hanna’s “Diamonds.” 
  The queens were not 
merely isolated to the stage; 
they also strutted through the 
crowd and interacted with au-
dience members. They lap-
danced and pulled people 
from their chairs to dance with 
them.
 The biggest crowd 

pleaser was the group per-
formance. All of the ladies 
dressed up as Disney villain-
esses, like Ursula, Maleficent 
and Snow White’s Evil Queen. 
After the show, they stayed 
around to meet and greet stu-
dents.   
 Porsha Daniels’ favor-
ite part of performing was the 
rush of entertaining the audi-
ence. 
 “[They were] constant-
ly upbeat and cheering,” Por-
sha Daniels said. “Whether 
they knew what was going on 
or not, they all kept the morale 
to the highest point possible, 
which in return gives the enter-
tainers more energy to put into 
their performances. I will most 
definitely come next year, giv-
en that I am requested to ap-
pear again.”
 As for the students, 
she does not think any of them 
were uncomfortable.
 “Maybe [they were] a 
little on edge because they’ve 
never been in a scene as such 
or never up, close and person-
al with a drag queen when the 
spotlight is on both of them,” 
Porsha Daniels said.
 Performance-wise, 
Porsha Daniels wants to im-
prove the quality of her cos-
tumes; she also explained the 
challenge with being a part of 
a drag show.
 “Individually, I am 
working more on having 
avant-garde costumes be-
cause they always catch the 
eye and look phenomenal in 
the spotlight,” Porsha Daniels 
said. “The hardest part to me 
about doing a drag show is the 
constant fear of a wardrobe 
malfunction, which has only 
happened once or twice.” 
 Porsha Daniels does 
believe her routine is inspira-
tional. She encourages those 
who enjoy dressing in drag to 
take a chance and be them-
selves, even if they do not 
want to perform or have a fear 
of it.  
 “Life is all about taking 
chances and reaching the fur-
thest you can possibly reach,” 
Daniels said. “The only thing 
we can take from this life when 
we leave is absolutely nothing. 
You have nothing to lose. Life 
has a finish line. You never 
know how far away it is, so live 
like you’re just about to cross 
it.”
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Join the West 
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Tyler Hutch takes the field with family

Senior softball star leads Wolves to success

UniversiTy of WesT GeorGia senior Ty-
ler Hutch has a long-standing history 
with baseball.  Hutch has played base-
ball for most of his life, but it was not 
the playing of the game that meant so 
much. 
 Hutch played backyard base-
ball with his dad and brother as a 
young boy and spent hours of practice 
time on the field with his teammates—
all memories that have helped make 

Allayah Carr
Contributing Writer
acarr5@my.westga.edu

him the player he is today. For Hutch, it 
is all about family. He had a family sup-
porting him on the field and a family in 
the stands, so “family” quickly became 
his source of inspiration when he took 
the field. 
 “Like many baseball players, I 
have played baseball all my life, but my 
dad was a big part of my early years,” 
said Hutch. “He has always played an 
important role in helping me develop 
my skills.”
 Hutch grew up around base-
ball, and it was always a family affair.
 “I have a couple of younger 

brothers who look up to me, and we 
used to play catch in the backyard,” 
said Hutch. “When I play, I know they 
will be watching, and I want to be a 
good role model for them.” 
 It was not always fun and 
games for Hutch; there were some gru-
eling practices with his dad that lasted 
hours, but he appreciates the time and 
effort his dad spent with him. 
 “Playing for my dad was 
tough,” said Hutch. “I remember a lot 
of tough love moments during practice. 
Everything I did had to be perfect, but 
I knew that in those moments he was 

trying to make me better.”
 Hutch’s father played at Flor-
ida International University before 
becoming a professional scout, and 
Hutch partially credits his dad for his 
strong, competitive personality.
 “Training with my dad made 
the game a lot easier to play because 
he understood what it was like to play 
the game,” said Hutch. “When we 
trained together, we would compete 
against each other to see who could 
hit further or catch more fly balls. That 
competitiveness suck with me over the 
years, and I still incorporate it into my 
training today.”
 Hutch also had a second fam-
ily that taught him just as much as his 
family back at home ¬¬– his team. 
When he made a move from shortstop 
to middle field, it was the second family 
he leaned on to help support him, and 
it yielded great rewards.
 In 2013, Hutch won a Rawl-
ings Golden Glove, an award present-
ed to players who have demonstrated 
outstanding defensive play.
 “I was playing a new position 
and I was just getting the hang of it,” 
said Hutch. “I had a good year; I didn’t 
miss a fly ball and didn’t make any er-
rors. I had a good team that supported 
me and showed me how to play the 
new position.”
 Practice is key for Hutch and 
the entire Wolves baseball team, and 
Hutch believes the team has a chance 
to make a run for a championship title. 
 “This year it really set in be-
cause it is my senior year, and I want 
a ring,” said Hutch. “We are capable of 
winning a championship. We have a lot 
of talent. We just have to get hot and 
stay hot. We just have to stay humble 
and keep working toward playing to 
our best ability every game.”
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The UniversiTy of West Geor-
gia softball team has enjoyed 
success this season, thanks to 
the work ethic and determina-
tion of their senior first base-
man Jordan Corbin. Corbin, 
graduate from Union Grove 
High School in Henry County, 
is a sports management major 
with a minor in mass commu-
nications.
 Starting all 45 games 
for the wolves this year, Corbin 
is the heart of the Wolves’ 
lineup. She leads the team in 
home runs, batting average, 
total bases and runs batted 
in. She is also second on the 
team in hits. Corbin has been 
on a tear of late, hitting safely 
in 18 of her last 20 games. Her 
recent success is attributed to 

a lifetime of hard work on and 
off the softball diamond.
 “I always arrive early 
and stay late for practices and 
games,” said Corbin. “Even 
when I go home on breaks my 
dad always tosses to me and 
helps me work on my game.”
 Corbin obtained this 
fierce work ethic from her old-
er sister. A staggering eight 
years younger than her older 
sister, Jennifer, Jordan has al-
ways strived to play her best, 
and has become even better 
than her older sister. 
 “My sister is my big-
gest inspiration,” Corbin de-
scribed. “Jennifer played dif-
ferent positions than I did, but 
she is a great role model and 
someone to look up to.”
 Corbin fine-tined 
her abilities at Union Grove 
High School, where she was 
prepped by her coach, Dan-
iel Caldwell. Coach Caldwell 
pushed Corbin to always put 

her best effort into everything 
she does. His coaching led 
Corbin to be awarded the 
Rookie of the Year in 2008 
and to win Offensive Player of 
the Year in 2009-2011. 
 Corbin received an 
athletic scholarship to play 
softball for UWG and is also a 
recipient of the HOPE schol-
arship. She is also chasing 
records at UWG, becoming 
only the seventh player in 
school history to eclipse 100 
runs batted in, and is currently 
fifth in school history with 28 
homeruns. 
 Corbin, an older 
member and a leader on the 
team, hopes to finish her ca-
reer in style: breaking records 
and winning a championship. 
After graduation, she hopes to 
work for a company like Turn-
er Broadcasting where she 
can fulfill her goals and con-
tinue to carry her passion for 
softball.
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arts & entertainment

Shadow People flock to Atlanta’s Psychedelic Swamp

The line doWn Roswell Road was a confusing site for 
Atlanta drivers. Hippies, hipsters and everything in 
between stood on the sidewalk waiting for the doors 
to open. A sold out show packed the venue, leaving 
little room for the dancing that was definitely about 
to ensue. 
 Promoting their ninth studio album, “Psy-
chedelic Swamp,” released Feb. 5, 2016, Dr. Dog 
brought their neo-psychedelic rock to the Buckhead 
Theatre for hippies young and old. 

 Opening for Dr. Dog was indie pop/folk band 
Wild Child. Led by the comforting voice of lead singer 
and violinist Kelsey Wilson, this Texas band featured 
a ukulele, trumpet, cello and Following the 2015 re-
lease of their third album, “Fools,” Wild Child’s whim-
sical charm shined as they played new songs as well 
as their fan favorite, and questionably biggest hit, 
“Silly Things.”
 At 9:45 the lights dimmed and the drum set 
began to glow. One by one, Dr. Dog took the stage 
playing three consecutive tracks from their new re-
lease, “Holes in My Back,” “Fire on My Back,” and 
“Bring My Baby Back.”
 Nothing could bring these six guys down; 
they jammed back and forth across the stage, bass-
ist and singer Toby Leaman’s hat constantly being 
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thrown off from his constant dancing. Lead guitarist 
Scott McKinnon and guitarist Frank McElroy kept 
their shades on the whole time to block out the 
blinding glow off the disco ball above them.
 After 17 songs, the band closed with a single 
from their 2010 “Shame, Shame” album, “Shadow 
People.” With their appetite not quite whet, the audi-
ence cheered for more. The band walked back out to 
play four more songs, finishing the set with “The Way 
the Lazy Do” from their fourth album “We All Belong.”
 The audience filed out, minds expanded and 
then blown. The murky waters of the swamp were 
truly an experience to swim through; the reward, 
however, was beyond worth it: the constant sweet 
tunes of Dr. Dog playing through hypnotized minds 
for the next few days.
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arts & entertainment
“God’s Not Dead 2” addresses religion 
and the American public school system

“God’s noT dead 2”, the 
sequel to the 2014 “God’s 
Not Dead”, addresses an 
issue highly prevalent in the 
American media and soci-
ety: the idea of the sepa-
ration of church and state. 
While the two films may 
have similar plots, they do 
not have the same leading 
cast nor do they work to-
gether as a continuation. 
 The film showcas-
es a journey to save the 
Biblical teachings of God 
in any place outside of the 
Christian church. It also en-
courages believers to cou-
rageously stand up for their 
faith, while demonstrating 
God should be seen as a 
historical rather than spiritu-
al figure, along with all other 
men and women who have 
changed our history indefi-
nitely. 
 As opposed to most 

Christian films in theaters or 
on DVD, well-known actors, 
including  Melissa Joan 
Hart and Jesse Metcalfe, 
play the main characters in 
this film. 
 Grace Wesley 
(Hart) is a teacher at Martin 
Luther King Jr. High School. 
Her teaching methods and 
beliefs are put to the test 
and soon after put on trial. 
In a scene where a student 
whom Wesley is relatively 
close with asks a question 
about Jesus as a historical 
peacemaker, Wesley con-
firms the student’s inquiry 
with Biblical scripture about 
his crucifixion.
 Wesley is soon after 
put on trial for her misguid-
ed classroom preachings 
that violated school policy. 
Sloppy lawyer Tom Endler 
(Metcalfe) defends her in 
the courtroom. 
 Unlike most movies, 
which might have shifted 
the plot to a romantic sto-
ryline between Endler and 

his client, “God’s Not Dead 
2” focused on the protag-
onists and their personal 
grievances to overcome 
hardships with their faith. 
The plot line is actually be-
lievable, since similar sit-
uations have happened in 
classrooms across the U.S.
  As the movie con-
tinues, more characters are 
introduced,  and they play 
on the emotions of the audi-
ence. Certain scenes make 
the movie more relatable 
and add to the hardships 
believers face daily. A ma-
jority of the cast may not be 
big name Hollywood star, 
but the typically Christian 
films aim to emphasize the 
message, instead of focus-
ing on names that would 
bring the film publicity. 
 “God’s Not Dead 2” 
tackles some rather difficult 
topics in reference to faith 
and how the government 
is more recently infringing 
upon those rights. The film 
does a phenomenal job of 

EXTRA, 
EXTRA! 

Put your press hats on and 
join our team! 
Come to our staff meetings every Monday at 9:30 a.m. 
in UCC 111 or email us at thewestgeorgian@gmail.com

Sydney Baker
Contributing Writer
sbaker4@my.westga.edu 

making the audience more 
aware of the seriousness 
of these issues and how 
believers should handle 
them- with courage. If mov-
ie goers are looking to mix 
it up from the usual Friday 

night blood, gore, cussing 
and sex scenes, this film is 
a refreshing change with a 
message reminding individ-
uals to stand behind their 
beliefs in a peaceful man-
ner. 
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