
 The University of 
West Georgia consists of 
a diverse student popula-
tion ranging from students 
doing study abroad, for-
eign exchange programs 
and even out of  state , 
that cannot afford a crisis 
such as the Coronavirus. 
Many of these students 
depend on the univer-
sity for not only an educa-
tion but food and shelter. 
This has become impossi-
ble to achieve for most stu-
dents since March 13. The 
students living on cam-
pus were ordered to evac-
uate the premises for the 
remainder of the semes-
ter with no prior knowl-
edge. Some of these same 
students also make up the 
working staff and have 
been given an opportu-
nity to stay on campus 
only to continue their jobs. 
“I’m with my supervi-

sor and other employ-
ees up until 4 p.m. most 
of the time,” said UWG 
s t u d e n t  J o s h u a  H i l l . 
“Then, it’s all on me in 
my dorm room, but in a 
way, I like it like that.”
 With the univer-
sity being closed, it would 
be assumed that means 
ALL buildings. In accom-
modating the remaining 
students’, they allowed 
some buildings to open 
dur ing  cer ta in  hours . 
“The school helps some-
what by keeping some of 
the places open, like Mar-
ket Fresh Deli, to substi-
tute meal plans,” said Hill. 
 A l t h o u g h  t h e s e 
actions have proven to 
be what’s best for the stu-
dents, the timing was just 
not right. The news came 
about fast and left no time 
for waiting. Not all stu-
dents can just up and go. 
Many don’t have the trans-
portation let alone gas 
money to even get home. 

“I felt that it was unfair 
that we were told to move 
out the same day they 
wanted us to,” said UWG 
student  Bri t tany Hall . 
“They only gave us until 
5 p.m., so I had to make 
some quick decisions in 
a short period of time.”
 With most on-cam-
pus students being rushed 
to return home, a lot of per-
sonal belongings had to be 
left in the dorms.. The stu-
dents have been informed 
about how to retrieve the 
rest of their things, but 
they are only being allotted 
two hours to finish pack-
ing up their rooms which 
is not a lot of time to some.
This crisis has already 
affected the students and 
their education in dras-
tic ways. Now they are 
expected to f igure out 
the best way to finish off 
the semester with seniors 
unsure if their gradua-
tion commencement will 
even take place. The only 

advice is to keep push-
ing and to work smart.
 “I think the rest of 
the semester will really 
just be boring yet crazy 
s ince  we  have  to  jus t 
stay at home,” said Hall. 
“Even though it is for our 
health I’m just mad to 
not be able to fully expe-
rience my junior year.
“On top of that our assign-
ments require hands-on 
learning, so I don’t know 
how that will  play out 
for the remainder of the 
semester,” Hall contin-
ued. “I really do hope that 
it all goes well at the end 
with everyone passing.”
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COVID-19 Leaves 
Dorms Deserted 
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 Coronavirus  has 
changed the landscape of 
lives around the world 
and the same stands for 
the  s tudents  of  UWG. 
On March 16 UWG stu-
dents found out that they 
would not be returning to 
campus for their regular 
class instructions by order 
of  Universi ty  Systems 
of Georgia. Instead they 
will be taking all of their 
courses online. However, 
this meant a little more for 
those who lived on cam-
pus. They were told that 
they would not be allowed 
to stay in their  dorms 
and must  gather  their 
things and return home. 
 O n  M a r c h  2 5 t h 
U W G  s t u d e n t s  w e r e 
given a mere two hour 
time slot to grab all of 
their  belongings  from 
their dorms.. Angela Pat-
terson, a UWG student, 
had her time slot fall later 
in the day which left her 
far less people on cam-
pus, including the staff.  
 “ T h e  b u i l d i n g s 
were unlocked when I 
arrived, and there were 
no staff members pres-
ent, meaning it was just 
a free for all to come and 
get your things and exit,” 
said Angela. “My time slot 
was from 4-6pm, so it’s 

possible that since it was 
so much later in the day 
that all the staff had left.”
 While Angela was 
free to grab her things 
a s  s h e  p l e a s e d  w i t h -
out much fuss the direc-
t ions  were  vague and 
help from staff was not 
p re s e n t .  I n s t e a d  s t u -
dents were sent in to grab 
their things and sign out 
using a digital QR code. 
 “I could say it was 
fairly organized, though 
that depends on your defi-
nition of organization, 
there were no signs telling 
us what to do, only bins 
were set up in the lobby 
and a QR present that 
sent us to an online goo-
gle form that allowed us 
to check out on our mobile 
devices,” said Angela. 
 Despite the uncer-
tainty and disappoint-
ment that students are 
being faced with UWG 
handled the  s i tuat ion 
the best  that  i t  could. 
 “I think things were 
handled the best that they 
could be, given the situ-
ation. It’s incredibly dis-
appointing, but I know 
that it is what USG and 
UWG and other universi-
ties needed to do to pro-
tect the public interest,” 
said Angela. “While it was 
a bad situation all together, 
I believe that the univer-
sity did all that it could.”

 A m a s s i v e  p a r t 
of UWG is the on cam-
pus experience. Foster-
ing friendships, joining 
clubs, and being around 
those on similar educa-
tional tracks are reasons 
UWG has an excel lent 
campus lifestyle, but now 
students have lost all of 
that. This is an adjustment 
that is not easy to make 
for  many as  UWG not 
only provides them with 
their educational needs 
but also their social needs. 
 A n g e l a  l i v e s  4 5 
minutes from campus in 
Newnan, GA, and moving 
to all online instruction is 
going to change her life a 
good deal, from going to 
class and seeing friends to 
being cooped up at home.
 “All of my friends 
w e r e  a t  U W G , ”  s a i d 
A n g e l a .  “ O v e r a l l ,  i t 
changes my life pretty 
drastically, going from 
b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  c l u b s 
and seeing my friends 
e v e r y  d a y  t o  b e i n g 
stuck at home with just 
m y  m o m  i s  q u i t e  t h e 
change and adjustment.”
 Students like Angela 
are not only losing their 
t ime with fr iends,  but 
also their classes. One of 
Angela’s classes, Concert 
Choir, is hands-on and 
requires a physical pres-
ence, but now those stu-
dents cannot participate 

in their regular practice.  
 “ S o m e  c l a s s e s 
that I was taking cannot 
be transferred to online 
instruction,” said Angela. 
“For example, my con-
cert  choir  c lass  was  a 
huge part of my sched-
ule, and cannot be done 
online because the class is 
mostly about developing 
both acapella and sing-
ing with accompaniment.”
 One of the scari-
est impacts that COVID-
19 has had is the uncer-
tainty it has left in the air. 
Students who have lost 
their classes, their dorms, 
and their meal plans are 
still  unsure about how 
that is being dealt with. 
 “In regards to how 
that class is going to be 
handled, to be honest I’m 
not sure. I do have a meal 
plan, but I haven’t been 
informed about anything 
re g a rd i n g  re i m b u r s e -
ments,” said Angela. “This 
is another one [dorms] 
that I’m not sure about. 
I f  we are gett ing any-
thing back, it hasn’t been 
discussed with me yet.”
 This has been an 
u n p re c e d e n t e d  e v e n t 
for UWG staff and stu-
dents and with nothing 
certain but uncertainty 
itself, it must be maneu-
vered through day by day.
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 Ink is  printed on 
paper.  It  isn’t  words or 
pictures or even a draw-
ing. It’s different sorts of 
black shapes seemingly 
strewn across five hori-
zontal lines. The ink is like 
an encrypted code—only 
certain people possess the 
motivation to make sense 
of it, but anyone can under-
stand it if  they want to 
learn. So what exactly is it?
It’s musical notes strategi-
cally placed on a staff on 
paper. However, music is 
not made on paper alone. 
A true musician will inter-
pret the visual, tangible 
notations through their 
own soul,  and through 
those soul interpretations 
c o m e  u n i q u e  ye t  p re -
cise musical expressions. 
Because musicians are so 
tied into their music, it is 
only imperative that they 
collaborate with other 
musicians and share their 
sounds with the world. 
 The COVID-19 pan-
demic, however, has put 
an abrupt pause on music 
expression and synergy 
at UWG. Music is almost 
ent irely  hands-on and 
without going to class, 
students in the Depart-
ment of Music do not have 
the opportunity to create 
music together and learn 
from one another. More-
over, professors have to get 
creative in finding solu-
tions to making real music 
through a computer, and 
some students will never 
perform another concert 
with UWG, as they previ-
ously thought they would 
have the opportunity to do.  
“I have invested a whole 
lot. Not only have I invested 
in the program, but it has 
invested in me,” said Jona-
than Buchholz, a final year 
graduate student pursuing 
his Master of Music with 
a concentration in Perfor-
mance. “After seven very 
long years of studying and 

hard work, I don’t get to 
show anything for it. We 
just recently came back 
from Louisiana, and we 
did a concert there, and 
I had no idea that I was 
playing my last concert.”
 Buchholz was slated 
to perform in three recit-
als before he graduated. 
For those music students 
in the final year of their 
degree, whether under-
graduate or graduate, stu-
dents are required to play 
at least one recital, which 
works as  a  senior cap-
stone. Often the recital is 
just the student perform-
ing alone, aside from the 
piano accompaniment. 
 “This  real i ty  has 
impacted a lot of us, not 
just me,” said Buchholz. 
“The recitals are for us to 
show the accumulation of 
our hard work after many 
years, and now many of 
us won’t get to do that. 
And that’s not to say it’s 
the university’s  fault,  I 
think they’re making all 
the right calls. It’s just that 
the nature of what we do 
makes it really difficult to 
continue at a time like this.”
Before an official recital, 
a student must perform 
in front of a panel of pro-
fessors, which is called a 
hearing. At the hearing, a 
student is approved for his 
or her recital. Fortunately, 
Buccholz performed his 
hearing just three days 
before the university was 
shut  down,  which wil l 
count as his final credit to 
receive his graduate degree 
this spring. Other students 
were not so fortunate. Cur-
rently, music education 
professors are trying to 
find ways to utilize record-
ing technology to help 
students move forward 
and/or graduate on time. 
 “For the students 
who haven’t passed their 
hearing yet, that’s the thing 
that professors and faculty 
and staff are really working 
towards to try and figure 

out because that’s tech-
nically the degree,” said 
Buccholz.  “That’s what 
satisfies the recital credit.”
Aside from the canceled 
events, some music stu-
dents are just reaching 
one of the hardest points 
of obtaining their degree. 
UWG sophomore Rachel 
Breaux, who is pursuing 
her undergraduate degree 
in music education, said 
that the semester she is 
currently in is one of the 
most difficult for an educa-
tion major. Having every-
thing onl ine  wil l  only 
make it more challenging, 
and there is a lot at stake. 
 “ S u c c e s s  i n  t h e 
classes I am taking right 
now determine my success 
for the rest of my degree 
and even my career,” said 
B re a u x.  “ M o s t  o f  t h i s 
is  determined by f inal 
exa m s ,  p e r f o r m a n c e s , 
recitals ,  level  changes, 
p r o j e c t s  a n d  m o r e . ” 
On top of the regular chal-
lenges of online learning, 
some music students will 
only have limited resources 
at home. The university 
provides music students 
with a variety of resources, 
with musical instruments 
being the most crucial. The 
keyboarding classes that 
every music major must 
go through, for example, 
have to be heavily adapted 
for  the  onl ine  format. 
 “Not everyone has 
access to a keyboard or 
piano in their homes, so 
our professors are hav-
ing to be a bit  creative 
in order to make every-
thing work,” said Breaux. 
 O n e  o f  t h e  l a rg -
est problems in the music 
department though is for 
music education majors 
that are supposed to be 
s t u d e n t  t e a c h i n g  t h i s 
semester. Student teach-
ers must film videos in 
the classroom to complete 
their Teacher Performance 
Assessment (edTPA) that 
they need to graduate. 

“Passing edTPA is defi-
nitely  how we become 
certified teachers, so we 
have to be able to finish 
it to teach,” said Valerie 
Vise, senior Music Edu-
cation major at UWG. “I 
am lucky because I have 
finished the filming that I 
need to complete edTPA, so 
I will be able to finish that 
and get my certification.”
 O t h e r  s t u d e n t s , 
however, were not so lucky. 
For those student teachers 
that have not completed 
their videos, they are try-
ing to get assignments out 
to their students online. 
But finishing edTPA in 
this fashion will prove dif-
ficult because a majority 
of edTPA questions are 
based on student interac-
tion, which is not the same 
virtually, according to Vise. 
 “To my knowledge, 
if a student doesn’t com-
plete edTPA, they will also 
receive an incomplete for 
their internship, which 
would result in them not 
being able to graduate on 
time,” said Vise. “They 
would have to  student 
teach again in the fall and 
complete a new edTPA in 
the fall with a new class.”
Essentially, senior music 
education majors are get-
ting hit the hardest by the 
COVID-19 closures but, 
of course, all the music 
majors are having to adjust 
to a world where they can’t 
perform publicly, and they 
can’t make music together. 
“The virus has definitely 
impacted us negatively, as 
playing music is really an 
outlet for most of us,” said 
Breaux. “It’s one of the most 
beautiful acts of expres-
sion, especially when it’s 
with others. For the music 
department, it’s also the 
majority of our social inter-
actions. Now that we are 
forced into isolation, we 
are also isolated from our 
music community, our soci-
ety, our culture, our expres-
sion and our main outlet.”
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 UWG held a Col-
lege Preview Day for the 
College of Social Sciences 
(COSS) at the university 
March 7 at 9 a.m. This 
event provided current 
and upcoming students 
the opportunity to be able 
to meet with faculty, staff 
members ,  and a lumni 
from the COSS. By attend-
ing students were given 
the chance to check out 
the university’s scholar-
ship opportunities, explore 
the facilities and learn 
about other departments. 
 Col lege  Preview 
Day was held in the Tech-
nology-Enhanced Learning 
Center at UWG. Although 
it was primarily held as 
an event for students, it 
was considered as open to 
the public so that students 
along with their friends 
and families could expe-

rience the Richards Col-
lege of Business (RCOB) 
at UWG. All students from 
all grade levels were wel-
come to attend, but the 
focus was primarily on 
the following majors of 
interest: Anthropology, 
Criminology, Mass Com-
munication, Psychology, 
Sociology, and Political Science. 
 A t t e n d a n c e  f o r 
the day consisted of 27 
COSS students and over 
50 guests. All inquiries for 
information towards reg-
istration and attendance 
were directed to Dillon 
Montes de Oca, the Asso-
ciate Director of Admis-
sions / Campus Visits 
and Outreach Programs. 
“Prospective students and 
guests have the opportu-
nity to meet with profes-
sors and staff members 
who will help them grow 
in their academic careers.
 Col lege  Preview 

Day allows those students 
to get an inside look at all 
of our different colleges 
and schools,  and what 
real ly  makes  the  Uni-
versity of West Georgia 
unique. Our university 
cares for the student and 
wants them to succeed in 
everything they do. We 
are changing lives, and we 
need to spread that mes-
sage,” Montes de Oca says. 
Although the focus of 
the event was primar-
i l y  f o r  n e w  s t u d e n t s , 
i t  i s  a  key component 
that current students at 
the university partici-
pate in events like these. 
 “It is important for 
current students to play 
a role in College Preview 
Days. Prospective students 
want to hear from cur-
rent students about their 
experiences and how it 
has impacted their careers 
and how the University 

cares about the student 
perspective. I come from 
a large public university 
where you felt like another 
number in the classroom, 
but the University of West 
Georgia encourages your 
voice to be heard and can 
make a huge difference 
right in your community. 
 S t u d e n t s  a t  t h e 
University can continue 
to spread the good things 
that they are doing and 
make those lasting impacts 
on prospective students 
to come to UWG,” Mon-
tes  de Oca cont inued. 
Spring Preview Day for 
UWG was scheduled for 
April 19, but has been can-
celed due to the effects of 
COVID-19. The resched-
uling of events will be 
reevaluated after May 7. 
In the meantime, you can 
still visit West by complet-
ing a virtual video tour on 
the university’s website.   
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