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UWG canceled the 
Fall 2020 Graduation Fair 
because of COVID-19. The 
fair is intended for soon-to-
be graduates to receive tick-
ets and information about 
the upcoming commence-
ment. However, the fall 
commencement ceremonies 
will still take place face-to-
face despite date changes. 

The fair, which usually 
takes place once each semes-
ter, was originally scheduled 
for Nov. 11. Fall graduates can 
now receive their commence-
ment tickets, caps and gowns 
by mail for the big celebra-
tions on Dec. 4 and Dec. 5. 

“The commence-
ment ceremony dates were 
changed for two reasons,” 
said Assistant Registrar Joe 
Fernander, a member of the 
graduation team. “First, the 
new dates fall in line with the 
revised academic calendar 
for the Fall 2020 semester.

“Secondly, the weath-
er is the most significant un-
known variable when host-
ing an outdoor ceremony,” 
continued Fernander. “If 
we are forced to postpone 
due to substantial inclement 
weather, we wanted an ad-
ditional weekend in Decem-
ber to host the ceremonies.”

Since the current se-
mester is ending a week 
sooner than it was initial-
ly planned, the commence-

ment ceremonies’ dates 
have been changed to fit the 
new schedule. Though the 
minimum number of invi-
tations available for each 
graduate is still unknown at 
this time, it will likely de-
pend on the number of stu-
dents who decide to attend. 

“The Commencement 
Committee is evaluating 
all possible options for the 
number of guests we can 
safely admit into the stadi-
um,” said Fernander. “Stu-
dents will receive details 
during the week of Nov. 9.” 

Students who didn’t 
get to walk during the spring 
and summer semesters are 
all welcome to come back, 
which is why the ceremonies 
will be held on two differ-
ent days—Friday and Satur-
day. The Graduation Com-
mittee will track how many 
students plan to attend the 
ceremonies thanks to an im-
plemented RSVP system.  

The committee hopes 
for a good turnout from the 
recent alumni as UWG’s 
goal is to try to maxi-
mize the experience for 
the students and guests.

“We realize how im-
portant a physical com-
mencement ceremony is to 
students and their families,” 
said Fernander. “In May of 
this year, Dr. Kelly commit-
ted to hosting make-up cer-

emonies when it was safe to 
do so. We are excited to bring 
that promise to fruition.”

UWG continues to ac-
tively evaluate the conditions 
for hosting in-person com-
mencement ceremonies. Stu-
dents and guests will be phys-
ically distanced, and face 
coverings will be required for 
the duration of the ceremony.

“We have a strong focus 
on our commitment to host 
in-person ceremonies,” said 
Fernander. “However, we will 
continue to follow changing 
guidelines from the Gover-
nor’s COVID-19 Task Force, 
the Georgia Department of 
Public Health and the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention. Should anything 
change, all students, faculty 
and staff will be notified.” 

The commencement 
website will be updated 
with the relevant informa-
tion. The ceremonies will be 
livestreamed and can also be 
viewed after the event. Guests 
who are at high risk for severe 
illness due to COVID-19 are 
encouraged to participate 
via the livestream option. 

Image: Andrew Slay, The West Georgian PAGE 4

WEST GEORGIAN

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA •  @thewestgeorgian

SPORTS
PAGES 5-6

UWG Golf Player Speaks 
About This Season with 
COVID-19
By Madeline Wilbanks



PAGE 2 NOVember 2-8, 2020 • THE WEST GEORGIAN

THE EST. 1934

Hannah Keown

Taylor Jackson Maddie Wilbanks

Richard ShahJada Carswell

John Sewell, Ph.D.

Andrew Slay
Social Media Manager

News Editor Copy Editor

PhotographerWebmaster

Advisor

Graphic Designer

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA •  @thewestgeorgian

Brittany Shivers
Editor-in-Chief

WEST GEORGIAN

By Reilly Robbins
Contributing Writer

President  Donald Trump and former 
Vice President  Joe Biden bat t led on s tage in 
Nashvi l le ,  Tenn.  during the f inal  presiden-
t ia l  debate  before  the elect ion on Nov.  3 . 

The debate ,  moderated by Kris ten 
Welker  of  NBC news,  touched on many 
different  topics:  the COVID-19 cr is is ,  for-
eign pol icy,  heal th  care ,  immigrat ion,  race 
and leadership.  Welker  introduced the two 
then gave instruct ions on how the debate 
wil l  be handled.  The Commission on Pres-
ident ia l  Debates  made the decis ion to  l im-
i t  the microphone being on only for  candi-
dates  answering a  quest ion.  This  decis ion 
came af ter  many complaints  were made on-
l ine about  candidates  interrupt ing one an-
other  during the f i rs t  president ia l  debate . 

“On behalf  of  the voters  I  am going to 
ask you both to  please only speak one at  a 
t ime,”  said Welker.  “The goal  is  to  hear  each 
other  and for  the American people  to  hear 
every word of  what  you both have to  say.”

The debate  quickly went  into ques-
t ions.  Welker  began with the coronavirus 
outbreak,  asking how they would lead the 
country in  the next  s tages  of  the virus . 

“We have a  worldwide problem, but 
I ’ve been congratulated by heads of  many 
countr ies  on what  we’ve been able  to  do,” 
said Trump during the debate .  “I t  wil l  go 
away as  I  say we’re  rounding the turn.”

“Anyone who is  responsible  for 
that  many deaths  should not  remain as 
president  of  the United States  of  Amer-
ica ,”  said Biden in  response to  Trump. 
“If  we just  wore these masks,  we 
could save a  hundred thousand l ives .” 

Welker  then asked Trump about  the 
vaccine he mentioned being released. 
The COVID-19 vaccine is  predicted to 
be complete  within the next  few months. 

“We expect  to  have one hundred 
mil l ion vials ,”  said Trump.  “As soon as 
we have a  vaccine,  we are  ready to  go.”  

After  covering the topic  of 

COVID-19,  Welker  went  into one of  the 
most  heated topics  of  the night—for-
eign pol icy.  When asked what  would be 
done to  end foreign elect ion interfer-
ence,  Biden guaranteed the voters  that 
he would put  a  hal t  to  the interfer ing. 

“They [Russia  and Iran] 
wil l  pay the pr ice ,”  said Biden. 

When the topic  came to  heal thcare , 
Welker  asked Trump about  his  take on 
heal thcare  as  wel l  as  the 20 mil l ion peo-
ple  whose heal thcare  coverage is  a t  r isk.

 “I’d l ike to  terminate  Obamacare 
and come up with a  brand-new beau-
t i ful  heal th  care ,”  said Trump.  

Biden was then given the same ques-
t ion to  answer by Welker.  In  his  answer 
Biden explained how he would update 
ObamaCare to  become BidenCare.  He ex-
plained that  his  updated system would al-
low for  premiums to  be reduced as  wel l  as 
drug pr ices .  I t  would also create  protect ion 
for  those with pre-exis t ing condi t ions and 
el iminate  pr ivate  insurance without  c i t i -
zens losing any current  insurance provided. 

The ta lk  of  race in  Ameri-
ca caused Welker  to  ask both candi-
dates  i f  they understood why people 
of  color  have fear  for  their  chi ldren. 

Biden was the f i rs t  to  answer this 
quest ion s ta t ing that  he never  had to  have 
the ta lk  with his  chi ldren because of  his 
skin color  and that  he hopes to  create  bet ter 
opportuni t ies  in  America for  those of  color. 

“There is  inst i tut ional  racism in the 
United States  of  America,”  said Biden.

“No one has  done more for  Afr i -
can Americans besides  me,  may-
be Abraham Lincoln,”  said Trump 
in the response to  the quest ion. 
Welker  ended the debate  with the 

topic  of  leadership asking both par t ies , 
what  wil l  they say in  their  inaugural  ad-
dress  to  the people  that  did not  vote  for 
them. Trump was the f i rs t  to  answer. 

“We are  on the road 
to  success ,”  said Trump. 

“I  represent  a l l  of  you,  wheth-
er  you voted for  me or  against  me, 
and I  am going to  make sure  that 
you are  represented,”  said Biden. 

Biden and Trump Face 
Off in Final Debate
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Marivel Chavarria 
Dreams of Success 

in Business
By Taylor Jackson
News Editor

Marivel Chavarria is a graduate as-

sistant in the Richards College of Busi-

ness. She is currently pursuing a Mas-

ter’s in Business Administration in 

Management. Her primary goal is to enter the 

consulting field once she obtains her degree. 

For the majority of her life, Mariv-

el has been actively engaged in extracur-

riculars that deal with business and man-

agement. This has shaped her career 

goals and put her on the path to success. 

“Currently I am in my first semester of gradu-

ate school,” said Marivel. “I plan on entering 

the consulting field when I graduate in 2021.

“In high school I participated in the Fu-

ture Business Leaders of America and realized 

that business was the career 

path I wanted to take,” con-

tinued Marivel. “In college, I 

enjoyed my business classes 

and attending events of suc-

cessful UWG alumni who 

motivated me to continue 

working towards my goal.”

Not too long af-

ter attending UWG, 

Marivel joined the Management Club. 

In 2019 she was voted the president. Al-

though she is a graduate student, she re-

mains president of the organization.

“In 2019 I became the president of the 

Management Club at UWG,” said Mariv-

el. “This was a huge opportunity and I 

gained immense knowledge about univer-

sity organizations and how to work with 

a group of college students to host events 

and meetings to help the business college.

“This semester as club president has 

been challenging because of the pandemic 

and its effects on attendance rates,” continued 

Marivel. “Despite the challenges, I increased 

club membership from zero members to 27 

members in a span of three months. I am very 

proud of my accomplishments as president.”

Marivel is a self-driven individual who 

is willing to do anything it takes to grow in 

her field. She is an introvert who does not of-

ten enjoy speaking in front of large crowds. 

However, she has taken a few courses to 

help strengthen her ability to speak publicly.

“Public speaking is a weakness that I 

have been working to improve in college,” said 

Marivel. “I am an introvert, so it was difficult 

for me to speak in front of a big audience, so I 

took a few public speaking courses to improve.”

Sometimes once an individual graduates 

it can be very overwhelming 

when making the transition 

between having guidance 

and support to being com-

pletely on your own. There-

fore, Marivel is actively 

seeking for a mentor who 

will not only help her stay on 

track, but to also help make 

the transition less stressful.

“I am seeking a mentor in the consulting 

industry to guide me through the interview 

process and career search,” said Marivel.

Within the next few months Marivel will 

be working towards obtaining a position as a 

Management Consultant in a Big 4 consulting 

firm. After doing some work in the firm, she then 

plans to build her own firm from the ground up.

“Using my knowledge gained from 

my time at UWG and internships, I will 

be able to assess and help businesses im-

prove their operation and management pro-

cesses,” said Marivel. “I plan on opening 

my own consulting firm by the age of 35.”
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‘The Haunting of Bly Manor’ 
Is 2020 Wrapped In A Series

The Haunting of Bly Manor was re-
leased by Netflix on Oct. 9. The nine episode 
series focuses on a young woman, Danielle 
Clayton, who is seeking employment. She 
finds a job caring for two children whose 
parents passed away in a tragic accident. If 
that particular event doesn’t give off cursed 
2020 vibes, the remaining journey will. 

During the second half of the se-
ries comprised of flashbacks, viewers get 
to witness why the house was haunted in 
the first place. After contracting a dead-
ly virus, Viola Willoughby, the first per-
son who ever lived in the house, passed 
away. If that isn’t bad enough, her hus-
band and sister end up together as a couple. 

Viola originally planned for her fancy 
clothing to be left to her daughter. Instead, 
Viola’s sister attempts to sell them to pay for 
household expenses. Of course, the sister 
never has the chance to sell Viola’s clothing 
because Viola’s ghost squeezes her neck like 
a blood pressure monitor and chokes her to 
death. Beyond the drama and misfortune, 
Viola’s husband and sister betrayed her, 
which is the real tragedy. Out of all the peo-
ple in the world they couldn’t find someone 
else to date? Keeping romance in the fam-
ily must have been the only way for them. 

The woman who was hired before 
Danielle to care for the children, Rebec-
ca Jessel,  experiences her own major set-
backs. Rebecca and Peter Quint, the chauf-
feur employed by the family, were pretty 
much married at first sight. However, the 

By Terrion Newton
Contributing Writer

fire quickly dwindled when Peter became 
jealous of Owen, the cook hired to make 
nutritious meals for the children. Imagine 
being jealous of a man who has zero interest 
in your girlfriend—a man who also minds 
his business and cooks all day. TRAGIC!  

Flash forward to present day, we see 
the love story of Danielle and Jamie, who 
is the gardener employed by the family. 
Unfortunately, Danielle was previously 
engaged to the love of her life and he was 
killed when a huge truck ran him over in 
the street in front of Danielle. Again, ma-
jor 2020 toxic vibes. But at least she now 
had a new love story to cherish with Jamie. 
Danielle and Jamie bonded over the man-
or itself. They bonded because they had a 
mutual understanding of the house’s trou-
bling nature, and questions about its history. 

Ultimately, each love situation was 
somehow cut short because of the nega-
tive history of the house. To be more spe-
cific, Viola Willoughby’s spirit was not at 
peace with how her life ended. Because of 
this, confusion, fear and chaos disrupted 
the lives of anyone who stepped foot in the 
house. The love the characters had for each 
other were almost always perfect, but nev-
er enough. Almost doesn’t count. Viewers 
should watch The Haunting of Bly Manor if 
they want to see a metaphorical representa-
tion of our current reality with COVID-19. 
The story plot hits really close to home since 
the chaos of Bly Manor and the current 
pandemic both started with a deadly virus. 

Entertainment

Photo courtesy of Netflix
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By Lily Head
Contributing Writer

Alley Taylor is a UWG senior who has 
been a successful student athlete for the past four 
years. Taylor is studying sports management and 
is a key player for UWG’s fastpitch softball team. 

Taylor’s interest in sports began at a young 
age. She began playing baseball at the age of five 
and softball when she was eight. Taylor continued 
to play softball throughout her life and played for a 
premier travel softball team called the Gold Coast 
Hurricanes in South Florida where she is from. 
Taylor committed to play at UWG in the sum-
mer of 2017 and has played every season since. 

While playing softball for UWG, Taylor 
has had big achievements. During her fresh-
man year, Taylor was named the Gulf South 
Conference Freshman of the Year and was a fi-
nalist for the National Fastpitch Coaches Asso-
ciation’s Freshman of the Year award. Taylor 
said that one great accomplishment for both 
her and the team was during her sophomore 
year when they placed second in the Gulf South 
Conference tournament, which was the closest 
they had ever been to winning the tournament. 

“The conference tournament was definitely 
a highlight of my sophomore season,” said Tay-
lor. “Even though we didn’t finish first, we had 
worked so hard and felt like it finally paid off.”

Softball isn’t the only thing Taylor has been 
focusing her time on while being at UWG. She 
takes academics seriously and has maintained 
good academic standing. Taylor has kept her 
GPA at 4.0 for the past two years, which she said 
has been difficult as a student athlete. She was 
also named Academic All-District by the Col-
lege Sports Information Directors of America, a 
special recognition for student athletes’ perfor-
mances both in their sport and in the classroom. 

“Balancing being a student athlete and a 
full-time student isn’t easy, but I think I’ve finally 
figured it out after four years,” said Taylor. “Find-

ing the time and motivation to do schoolwork 
can be hard sometimes, and my goal every week 
is to get my work done early and be ahead of it.”

Currently, Taylor is preparing for the up-
coming season that begins in the spring. She 
wakes up early in the morning every day during 
the week to work out and practice with the 
team. COVID-19 disrupted the previous sea-
son, so Taylor has been given the opportunity 
to play softball for an extra year. Although the 
upcoming season won’t be her last, she wants 
to make it a memorable season for the seniors 
who will not be returning to play an extra year. 

“I’ve been playing with the seniors on 
the team for four years now, and this is our 
biggest year,” said Taylor. “I want nothing 
more than for our senior class to give it all we 
have and get a championship ring this year.”

After graduating, Taylor plans on attending 
graduate school to get a master’s degree in edu-
cation so that she can coach college softball in the 
future. She wants to coach college softball to give 
back to others by not only teaching them more 
about softball, but also helping them succeed in 
all areas of life. Taylor said that being a student 
athlete has shown her skills that she will need as a 
coach such as time-management and leadership. 

“Being a coach goes beyond teach-
ing someone the game,” said Taylor. “I want 
to help student athletes grow as individu-
als and motivate them to be the best version 
of themselves. I’m so thankful for the expe-
rience I’ve had of being a college athlete.” 

Softball Player Aspires to 
Coach the Next Generation
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UWG Golf Player Speaks About 
This Season with COVID-19

By Madeline Wilbanks
Copy Editor

The UWG Women’s Golf Team 
competed in their second tournament of 
the season on Oct. 13. The Wolves trav-
eled up to Dahlonega, GA, and came 
in fourth place in the tournament. Mi-
chelle Bagsic, a player for the women’s 
golf team and junior at UWG, spoke 
about her experience at the tournament. 

Bagsic led the team the first round in 
the LeAnn Noble Memorial. She finished 
the round with five-under par, receiving 
one of her best scores since 2019 of Par 72. 

“My first round I actually played re-
ally well, which was exciting. I shot un-
der par which is really good,” said Bagsic. 
“I just wasn’t expecting that. When we 
got to our practice round, it was raining 
so we weren’t able to play on the course 
or practice before the tournament. The 
first round I was just focused on getting 
familiar with everything and just play-
ing the game, but I played really well.” 

Golf, although it is a slow and indi-
vidual sport, has a lot that goes into it. 
Players have to overcome not only physical 
challenges, but mental challenges as well.

“Our first day we had to play two 
rounds, so that was physically tiring,” said 
Bagsic. “It’s a mental thing—you have to 
keep playing each hole and not think about 
how you are going to play 36 holes. Since it 
was our second tournament of the season, 
we just had to get used to it and get ready 
to play that many holes because it is a lot.”

Mental challenges can pres-
ent themselves after playing a hard 
course or even a hard round. How-
ever, the mental challenge of playing 
well can make an appearance as well. 

“The first round I played really well,  
so that also got into my head of ‘I’ve played 

this well, I should be playing good the 
next couple rounds’ but that didn’t really 
happen for me,” said Bagsic. “So I think 
that was more of my mental game get-
ting to me, and I was getting really frus-
trated. It is really mentally challenging.” 

This season the team received two 
new players with one new player joining 
them at the tournament. Because of this 
change, the Wolves have had to adjust for 
the better and in the process have become 
a new concrete and well formed team. 

“I think we’ve grown a lot as a team 
because I think our expectations this year 
are higher than last year and previous 
years,” said Bagsic. “So we all have the 
same goal to improve and get better and 
improve as a team as well as individually. 
I think that is something that we all have 
in common and we are all working togeth-
er to reach that goal. The team environ-
ment is so comfortable and supportive.”

Golf along with Cross Country 
have been the only two sports compet-
ing at UWG in the fall. Because of this 
both sports have gotten more attention 
due to football and other sports tak-
ing a break for the season. Even so the 
amount of attention on the golf season 
has not affected the way the team ap-
proaches the game and the way they play. 

“I feel like we have gotten a lot 
of attention,” said Bagsic. “However, I 
don’t think I am as pressured because 
it’s not like a football game where there 
are a lot of people coming to watch you. 
For Golf there is not a lot of people that 
watch, and it’s not on campus or any-
thing. Online we are getting a lot of at-
tention so that is really big, and I am 
really grateful that we get a season.”

The only difference between this 
golf season and previous is the atten-
tion that highlights the team’s losses. In 
the past if the team lost a tournament, 
not much attention was drawn as oth-
er sports were more highlighted during 
their season. Now the Golf team is on 
the front pages and it’s very different. 

“If I play good now then every-
body will see that, but also if I play 
bad now everybody will see it as well.” 

The women’s golf team plays 
its last tournament for the fall on 
Nov. 1. The team heads to Alabama 
to play at the Full Moon Invitational. 

SPORTS
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