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NEWS

 On April 9 Furkids 
Animal Rescue and Shelter 
celebrated their 20th anni-
versary with a gathering of 
volunteers and supporters 
for a massive fundraising 
event. Founder, Sam Shelton, 
was able to put her compas-
sion for animals to good use 
and started Furkids Rescue 
and Animal Shelter in 2002.  
  Furkids celebrated their 
20th Anniversary with vol-
unteers, veterinarians and 
many supporters. The night 
consisted of a meet and greet 
with “My Cat From Hell” 
show host on Animal Planet, 
Jackson Galaxy. Other activ-
ities included a dinner, a live 
auction and a silent auction. 
  “This is such a very spe-
cial occasion,” said Shelton. 
“You know you have moments 
in your life and events that take 
place. The memories of those 
events stay ingrained in your 
mind. They’re forged memo-
ries and for me, tonight is go-
ing to be one of those mem-
ories I will always cherish.”

Shelton gave a speech 
at the anniversary event 
and spoke about the his-
tory of Furkids. She stat-
ed that it all started with 

a mother cat and four lit-
tle kittens in her backyard. 
      “Twenty years ago I found 
a mother cat in my back-
yard,” said Shelton. “That 
moment was a profound life 
changing moment for me. I 
answered the call and in do-
ing so, I found my dream. To-
day, I get to live my dream.” 

Starting as a small orga-
nization, Shelton later had to 
upgrade to a roomier spot to 
house all the cats and dogs. 

“If I ever wanted a nor-
mal life again, I could not let 
my house be the shelter, “ 
said Shelton. “Three years in, 
I have got to get a shelter. I 
knew I needed to have a shelter 
but not only for people to be 
able to see where their money 
is going but also for people to 
be hands on and get involved 
in the organization and be able 
to contribute. That was the 
first big step that we took.”

Furkids opened their 
first cat shelter in 2005. This 
not only created jobs but also 
created a space for people to 
volunteer and be able to share 
their time with an organiza-
tion that truly cares about their 
mission. Shelton began run-
ning yard sales to raise mon-

ey for her new nonprofit. This 
led to the opening of the thrift 
stores around the Atlanta area. 

“We have opened four 
thrift stores,” said Shel-
ton. “Without those thrift 
stores, they make up a third 
of our operating budget. 
We need a fifth location.” 

In 2011, Furkids took 
over a dog rescue called 
Small Dog Rescue and has 
operated the shelter since. 

At the live auction, 
Furkids raised around $70,000 
which directly supports the 
shelter to fund the care for the 
thousands of animals Furkids 
provide for each year.  

“When I started at Pe-
rimeter Petsmart in February 
of 2002, I was the lone person 
starting an adoption center in 
PetsMart,” said Shelton. “I put 
a note on the door ‘help need-
ed’ and help came in droves. 
All the wonderful volunteers 
and supporters came in droves. 
Thank goodness because we 
needed help and because you 
came, we were able to grow 
and accomplish great things.”
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  More than a de-
cade ago, the biology depart-
ment at UWG created a first 
of its kind beehive project—
or apiary, on campus.  The 
project was originally started 
by faculty to enrich the edu-
cational and research oppor-
tunities for both undergrad-
uate and graduate students. 

  Following the suc-
cess of the apiary, students in 
the UWG Biology program 
have recently expanded on 
the project by establishing 
two pollinator garden sites. 
Dr. Gregory Payne, Profes-
sor and Program Coordina-
tor of Biology at UWG, said 
that the apiary was originally 
created informally following 
a beekeeping workshop. Both 
Dr. Payne and Dr. Joe Hen-
dricks, a Biology Professor 
in the Department of Natu-
ral Sciences, were the orig-
inal founders of the project. 

  “Dr. Hendricks 
had taken his family to a bee-
keeping workshop in Athens 
at the University of Georgia,” 
said Dr. Payne. “He was re-
flecting on his family’s expe-
rience and talking about how 
a UWG campus apiary could 
provide great educational and 
research opportunities for our 
students.  At the time, it was 
pretty unique to have an apiary 

on a campus where students 
could observe the colonies in 
action and get hands-on ex-
perience managing the bees.”

  Bees are an espe-
cially important part of the 
ecosystem for all life forms, 
especially for humans. Animal 
pollinators, including bees, 
help maintain biodiversity and 
productivity of natural ecosys-
tems and are now being consid-
ered as agricultural livestock, 
according to Dr. Hendricks.  

  “Albert Einstein 
stated that ‘If the bee disap-
pears from the surface of the 
earth, man would have no 
more than four years to live,’” 
said Dr. Hendricks.  “More 
than 85% of flowering plants 
are “self-sterile” meaning that 
they must have an animal pol-
linator to reproduce.  Out of 
the roughly 1,330 crop plants 
grown for food, beverage, fi-
ber, spices, and medicines 
worldwide, approximately 
1,000 are animal pollinated.”

  “While there are 
many different animal pollina-
tors, bees as a group are very 
effective pollinators,” contin-
ued Hendricks. “In the U.S. 
annual losses of about 40-45% 
of the managed honeybee colo-
nies has become quite common 
during the past several years.”

  There are many 

factors that may contribute 
to honeybee colony losses 
and collapse. Dr. Hendricks 
says three of the most com-
mon causes of colony losses 
include uncontrolled infesta-
tions of the hive, queen issues 
and over-wintering starvation.  

  Managed honeybee 
colonies require a huge time 
commitment. Faculty and stu-
dents at UWG put a large time 
and financial commitment into 
the apiary to keep the colo-
nies healthy and productive. 

  “Honeybees re-
quire active management from 
the spring through the fall, 
and sometimes in the winter 
as well to control pests and 
maintain healthy colonies,” 
said Dr. Hendricks. “Rou-
tine checks are done to as-
sess brood production, nec-
tar and pollen storage, the 
presence of disease, and par-
asite loads are necessary.”

The decline of pollinators 
has substantial effects on crops 
responsible for feeding mil-
lions globally and ecologists 
are working overtime to main-
tain and increase animal pol-
linators for the sustainability 
of the planet. So next time you 
sit down to eat your next meal, 
just remember that one out of 
every three bites of food you 
eat depends on the honeybee.
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The University of West 
Georgia hosted Scholar’s 
Day on April 5 for under-
graduate students to pres-
ent their semester research 
after a two year hiatus. 

Senior Sociology major 
Arial Hutchinson presented 
“The Perception of Home-
lessness” at Scholar’s Day 
panel “Social Barriers and 
Lived Experiences.”Hutchin-
son researched how home-
lessness is portrayed in main-
stream media through news, 
film, social media and how 
media impacts the represen-
tation to actual lived experi-
ence of homeless individuals.

“Oftentimes the films 
that we do have, the ones 
that people most know would 
probably be ‘The Pursuit of 
Happiness’ and ‘The Blind 
Side,’” says Hutchinson. 
“Those are really endear-
ing stories concerning two 
individuals that find them-
selves homeless and end up 
with a stroke of luck reach-
ing some kind of success 
near the end of their story. 

“But the problem with 
stories like that is that they 
are extremely rare,” contin-
ued Hutchinson. “It creates 
a narrative that if a homeless 
person works hard enough 
they can dig themselves out 
of the hole of homelessness 
when in reality homeless-
ness is not a personal is-
sue, it’s a social issue which 
means there are a myriad of 
social factors that go into 

a person being homeless.”
During Dr. Tiffany Par-

sons “Housing and Home-
lessness” class, Hutchin-
son found that income and 
health most often leads to 
homelessness where some 
individuals find themselves 
injured on the job, their par-
ents become ill or find them-
selves in financial distress. 

“[These individuals] 
just couldn’t cover their bills 
anymore, and a lot of these 
were medical care bills,” 
says Hutchinson. “I think 
these stories speak to the re-
ality of homelessness in the 
sense that if you don’t have 
a familial support system, or 
a support system in gener-
al and you run out of mon-
ey, it can be extremely hard 
to maintain having a house.”

These stories usual-
ly aren’t the kind shown in 
film and news outlets usual-
ly politicize homelessness.

“Typically, conserva-
tive channels look at home-
lessness as a personal issue 
and liberal media usually 
look at homelessness as a 
social issue, but they also 
look at homelessness as a 
problem that will never be 
fixed,” says Hutchinson.

Karen Rogers gave a 
presentation titled “Home-
less Mental Health and Incar-
ceration” and Gabrielle Wil-
liams presented “F.O.S.T.E.R 
(Family. Over. Systematic. 
Trauma. Eliminates. Reck-
lessness)”. Each subject 

presented intersected with 
Hutchinson’s, holistically 
portraying how one prob-
lem often feeds into another.

“[Williams] was saying 
many foster children end up 
homeless,” says Hutchinson. 
“So I think that goes back 
to my point that if you don’t 
have support, if you don’t 
have a family member or 
friend who can look out for 
you and even allow you to 
stay on their couch, it’s very 
easy to become homeless.” 

As Williams stated in 
her presentation, foster chil-
dren who age out of the foster 
care system often end up im-
poverished, homeless or in-
carcerated which only feeds 
the statistics of Hutchin-
son’s and Rogers’ research.

“Homelessness is also 
people who live in their 
cars, who don’t have perma-
nent housing or people who 
couch surf,” says Hutchin-
son. “The rate of college 
students who are homeless 
has actually gone up. Espe-
cially in California, because 
tuition is so expensive.”

Hutchison plans to 
pursue law school after fin-
ishing this semester and 
plans to return as an alum-
ni to present her research at 
a conference in November.

“Homelessness is a 
very intricate problem that 
won’t be solved overnight 
but research lends a hand in 
better understanding home-
lessness.,” says Hutchinson.
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 F r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s 
c a r e e r  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y,  F o x 
N e w s  h o s t  Tu c k e r  C a r l s o n  h a s  d i s -
p l a y e d  i n t o l e r a n c e  f o r  d i v e r s i t y. 
H i s  w o r d s  i n c l u d e  s u c h  a s  d e f a m -
i n g  o n e ’s  c h a r a c t e r,  s a y i n g  r a c i s t 
r e m a r k s  a n d  u s i n g  h o m o p h o b i a 
a s  t a l k i n g  p o i n t s  f o r  h i s  s h o w. 
  T h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  C a r l s o n ’s 
s h o w  h a s  p r o v e n  t o  b e  q u e s t i o n -
a b l e  a n d  u n r e l i a b l e  m a n y  t i m e s  i n 
t h e  p a s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  o n e  o c -
c u r r e n c e  t h a t  h a d  t o  b e  h a n d l e d 
i n  c o u r t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  B u s i n e s s 
I n s i d e r  a r t i c l e  a b o u t  t h e  c a s e ,  F o x 
N e w s  w a s  s u e d  f o r  d e f a m a t i o n 
o f  c h a r a c t e r  b y  K a r e n  M c D o u g a l 
i n  l a t e  S e p t .  2 0 2 0 .  C a r l s o n  h a d 
b l a t a n t l y  a c c u s e d  M c D o u g a l  o n 
h i s  s h o w,  “ Tu c k e r  C a r l s o n  To -
n i g h t ” ,  f o r  a l l e g e d l y  e x t o r t i n g 
f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  Tr u m p  o u t  o f 
$ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0  a s  p a y m e n t  f o r  h e r  t o 
r e m a i n  q u i e t  a b o u t  t h e i r  p r e v i -
o u s  a f f a i r.  M c D o u g a l ’s  c a s e  w a s 
e v e n t u a l l y  r e s o l v e d  i n  F o x  N e w s ’ 
f a v o r  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  C a r l -
s o n ’s  s h o w  i s  n o t  t a k e n  s e r i o u s -
l y  b y  i t s  “ r e a s o n a b l e  v i e w e r s . ” 
  C a r l s o n  a l s o  h a s  a n  i n f a -
m o u s  h i s t o r y  o f  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s 
u s i n g  p r e j u d i c e d  c o m m e n t s  a n d 
r a c i s t  r e m a r k s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n 
a r t i c l e  f r o m  t h e  n e t w o r k  M S N B C , 
C a r l s o n  h a d  c o m m e n t e d  o n  t h e 
m o s t  r e c e n t  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  e l e c -
t i o n  o f  K e t a n j i  J a c k s o n ,  a  b l a c k 
w o m a n .  O n  h i s  s h o w,  C a r l s o n 
c l a i m e d  t h a t  J a c k s o n  w o u l d  t u r n 
t h e  n a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  A f r i c a n  c o u n -
t r y,  R w a n d a .  H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t 

J a c k s o n  w a s  i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  l a w 
d e s p i t e  h e r  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  e x p e -
r i e n c e  a s  a  f e d e r a l  d i s t r i c t  j u d g e .
       A c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s e p a r a t e 
n e w s  a r t i c l e  f r o m  t h e  G u a r d -
i a n ,  C a r l s o n  c l a i m e d  t h a t  J a c k -
s o n  w a s  o n l y  n o m i n a t e d  “ b e c a u s e 
o f  h o w  s h e  l o o k s . ”  I n  a n o t h e r 
i n s t a n c e ,  C a r l s o n  p u b l i c l y  s u p -
p o r t e d  t h e  r a c i s t  G r e a t  R e p l a c e -
m e n t  T h e o r y.  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t w o 
a r t i c l e s  f r o m  M e d i a  I T E  a n d  t h e 
D a i l y  B e a s t ,  t h e  t h e o r y  a s s u m e s 
t h a t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  i s  a t -
t e m p t i n g  t o  r e p l a c e  w h i t e  A m e r-
i c a n s  w i t h  “ A f g h a n  r e f u g e e s 
o r  d a r k - s k i n n e d  i m m i g r a n t s . ”
  A n o t h e r  m a j o r  c o n t r o v e r -
s y  o f  C a r l s o n  i s  h i s  u s e  o f  h o -
m o p h o b i a  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  c a r e e r. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n e w s  m e d i a 
s i t e ,  A d v o c a t e ,  C a r l s o n  h a d  g o n e 
o n  a  1 2 - m i n u t e  r a n t  a b o u t  U n i t -
e d  S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  o f  Tr a n s p o r-
t a t i o n  P e t e  B u t t i g i e g .  B u t t i g i e g 
i s  o n e  o f  t h e  v e r y  f e w  o p e n l y  g a y 
m e n  i n  p o l i t i c s .  C a r l s o n  c o n s t a n t -
l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  B u t t i g i e g  a s  a  c h i l d , 
b e l y i n g  B u t t i g i e g ’s  c r e d i b i l i t y. 
  “ J o e  B i d e n  h i r e d  a  k i d , ” 
C a r l s o n  s t a t e d  o n  h i s  s h o w  i n 
l a t e  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 2 .  “ B y  c o n t r a s t , 
w h o  h a d  n e v e r  h a d  a  r e a l  j o b  o u t -
s i d e  M c K i n s e y  a n d  n o  g r o u n d i n g 
o f  a n y  k i n d  i n  p h y s i c a l  r e a l i t y, ”
  C a r l s o n  i s  n o t  o n l y  d i s r e -
s p e c t f u l  t o  c i s - g e n d e r e d  p e o p l e 
b u t  h e  d i s r e s p e c t e d  t h e  t r a n s -
g e n d e r  c o m m u n i t y.  A c c o r d i n g  t o 
a n  a r t i c l e  f r o m  M e d i a M a t t e r s , 
C a r l s o n  h a d  a  t r a n s  w o m a n  c o m e 

o n t o  h i s  s h o w  b u t  h e  h a d  o t h -
e r  p l a n s  i n  m i n d  i n s t e a d  o f  l i s -
t e n i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  f r o m  h e r. 
“ S o  I  w a n t  t o  g e t  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h i s 
m e a n s ;  I ’ m  a  4 7 - y e a r - o l d  m a n ,  I 
t h i n k  t h a t ’s  p r e t t y  o b v i o u s , ”  s a i d 
C a r l s o n .  “ I f  I  w e r e  t o  d e c i d e  t o -
m o r r o w  i f  I  w e r e  a  4 7 - y e a r - o l d 
w o m a n ,  s h o u l d  I  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  g o 
s h o w e r  i n  a  w o m e n ’s  l o c k e r  r o o m ? ” 
  C a r l s o n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  r e -
m a r k  b y  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t r a n s g e n -
d e r  p e o p l e  a r e  f a k i n g  t h e i r  b e -
l i e f s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t r a n s .  T h i s 
i n t e r v i e w  w a s  n o t  o n l y  i n s e n s i -
t i v e  b u t  i t  a l s o  e n c o u r a g e d  t r a n s -
p h o b i a  i n  C a r l s o n ’s  v i e w e r s h i p . 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  a n  A d v o c a t e  N e w s 
a r t i c l e ,  i n  a n o t h e r  s e g m e n t  o f 
h i s  s h o w,  C a r l s o n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e 
L G B T Q +  c o m m u n i t y ’s  n e w  a c -
r o n y m ,  “ L G G B D T T T I Q Q A A P. ”
  “ T h e  p o i n t  i s ,  w e  a r e  a l l  b u l -
l i e d ,  w e ’ r e  a l l  a f r a i d  t o  a s k  h o n -
e s t  q u e s t i o n s ,  l i k e  w h a t  i s  t h i s , ” 
C a r l s o n  s a i d  o n  h i s  s h o w.  “ I  m e a n , 
t h i s  i s  a l l  m a d e  u p , ”  h e  c o n t i n u e d . 
“ N o b o d y  a s k e d  a n y b o d y,  a n d  n o w 
i t ’s  i m p o s e d  o n  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s . ”
  C a r l s o n ’s  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a c -
t i o n s  h a v e  w r e a k e d  h a v o c  a c r o s s 
a  s l e w  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s .  H e  h a s 
l o s t  m o s t  o f  h i s  c r e d i b i l i t y  a n d 
u s e s  h i s  p l a t f o r m  t o  s p e w  h a -
t r e d  t o w a r d  o t h e r s .  F r o m  g i v i n g 
o u t  i g n o r a n t  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  t h e 
L G B T Q  c o m m u n i t y  t o  t r y i n g  t o 
d i s c r e d i t  a  w o m a n  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r 
r a c e ,  C a r l s o n  h a s  p r o v e d  t h a t  h e 
a n d  h i s  s h o w  s h o u l d  b e  r e m o v e d 
f r o m  F o x  N e w s ’ m e d i a  n e t w o r k . 
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 “Take Back the Night” 
is  a  march that  is  held ev-
ery year  for  s tudents  that 
would l ike to  ra ise  aware-
ness  of  sexual  violence and 
empower those that  were af-
fected.  Apri l  is  Sexual  As-
saul t  Awareness  Month and 
UWG is  acknowledging this 
by holding the annual  “Take 
Back the Night”  march 
for  s tudents  and facul ty.  
  This  year  the march 
wil l  be led from the Oaks 
Amphitheater  to  the back 
of  the Campus Center. 
Students  are  encouraged 
to  par t ic ipate  and pro-
mote to  end sexual  asaul t .  
  Ron King,  the Assis-
tant  Director  of  Heal th  Ed-
ucat ion,  is  the event  leader 

and encourages al l  s tudents 
to  come and feel  empowered 
with Take Back the Night .
  “This  event  is  to  em-
power s tudents  to  take back 
the night  and to  help put 
an end to  sexual  violence 
on col lege campuses,”  says 
King.  “Through this  event , 
we aim to beat  the s ta t is-
t ic  of  one and four  col lege 
women becoming a  vict im of 
sexual  assaul t  and one and 
s ix  col lege men,  as  wel l .”
  Students  should be 
aware when at tending events 
l ike col lege par t ies  or  even 
walking around campus 
alone that  there  is  a  poten-
t ia l  sexual  assaul t  could 
happen.  I t  i s  encouraged 
that  i f  someone sees  some-
thing that  they should say 
something.  Sexual  violence 
could come from someone 
the s tudent  knows and the 
importance of  taking prop-
er  precaut ions to  s tay safe .

  “Through this  event , 
we hope that  s tudents  wil l 
develop heal thier  behav-
iors  as  i t  re la tes  to  sexu-
al  violence or  any form of 
violence,”  says King.  “Our 
biggest  turnout  was in  2019 
when around 500 s tudents 
came out  to  support  Take 
Back the Night ,  and i t  was 
a  powerful  experience.
  “I t  is  important  that 
we help support  the survi-
vors  and end that  s t igma 
and cul ture  of  sexual  vi-
olence,”  cont inued King. 
“We want  to  show encour-
agement  to  those that  were 
affected,  and I  would l ike 
to  see someone say,  ‘Those 
s tudents  a t  West  Georgia  are 
taking back the night  and 
making their  voices  heard.’” 
 Due to  inclement 
weather  on the or iginal  set 
date  for  the event ,  “Take 
Back the Night”  wil l  be re-
scheduled for  a  la ter  date . 
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ENTERTAINMENT

Remakes of “Romeo and Ju-
liet” have captured audiences time 
and time again. In its modern-day 
New York City version, “West Side 
Story”, has managed to do that twice. 

In 1961, the film adapted from a 
musical format and garnered much suc-
cess, winning ten Oscars and being the 
second highest grossing film that year. 
The Steven Spielberg directed remake 
received similar praise after its Decem-
ber release, with seven Oscar nomina-
tions and one win. “West Side Story” 
released on Disney + in March, allow-
ing many access to this beautiful film. 

The remake matched the origi-
nal film in quality of the storyline. There 
were few deviants from the original plot, 
hammering in the same themes of gen-
trification, gang violence and racism as 
the original. The musical numbers were 
all equally as compelling as the original, 
with each actor being talented vocalists. 

The costume design was outstanding 
and earned the movie an Oscar nomina-
tion for Best Achievement in Costume 
Design. The colors were symbolic and 
represented the themes of the movie. 

The differences in the films are 
minor but speak to how American cul-
ture has changed since the original’s re-
lease. In the original, Doc’s male char-
acter is replaced by Valentina who is 
Tony’s boss and confidant throughout 
the film. She is played by Rita Moreno 
who played Anita in the original film. It’s 
hard to imagine a 1961 audience accept-
ing Doc’s character as a female. Another 
triumph for the remake is that all Latinx 
characters are played by Puerto Rican 
actors, unlike the original which cast-
ed white actors for many Latinx roles. 

The remake features Spanish 
dialogue between the Latinx characters 
and many Puerto Rican references rath-
er than the white-washed original. The 

remake gives the Latinx storyline the 
justice it deserves, whereas the original 
used Puerto Ricans to tell a white story. 

A few of the musical num-
bers were moved around, giving them 
new context and allowing for the plot 
to expand. There was more charac-
ter development in the remake, allow-
ing the audience to truly get to know 
each character. The audience learned 
more about Chino’s character, Anita, 
Bernardo and Maria’s family dynam-
ic, and the gripes between the Jets and 
the Sharks were all fleshed out for the 
audience more so than the original. 

While many film franchise re-
makes tend to be less successful than 
their original, “West Side Story ’21” 
did just as good and better than the 
original. The film represents a beau-
tiful part of American culture and 
it is great to see that it has been im-
proved for this current generation. 

Photo Courtesy of Disney+

“West Side 
Story” Does It 
Better Sixty 
Years Later
Alanna King
Contributing Writer

The Netflix original 
hit show “Ozark” is releas-
ing the final half of season 
four. Starring Jason Bateman 
and the famous, “Invent-
ing Anna” leading actress, 
Julia Garner, “Ozark” tells 
the story of a businessman 
caught up in the schemes of 
his money hungry partner. 

Marty Byrde is a fast-
talking businessman that is 
loyal to his cheating wife, 
Wendy and making a con-
scious home for his two chil-
dren, Charlotte and Jonah. 
The show starts off with the 
viewers having a glimpse of 
his lifestyle in comparison 
to his partner, Bruce, who 
lives a much wealthier life, 
later revealing that he, along 
with a few others, stole eight 
million dollars in the span 
of 3 years from the cartel. 

Although Byrde is 
completely oblivious to the 
crooked side of business and 
Del Rio’s murderous temper, 
Byrde proposes to pay back 

the eight million dollars Bruce 
stole. By doing this, Byrde 
decides to liquidate his own 
personal assets and moves to 
the Ozarks in central Missou-
ri to launder 500 million dol-
lars to keep his family alive.

In order to save his 
family from the cartel and 
his partner’s fate the busi-
nessman, Byrde makes a 
steady deal to launder 500 
million dollars in five years, 
but in order to successfully 
do this, Marty must show the 
cartel leader that he can pro-
duce eight million dollars’ 
worth of clean money first. 

Throughout the series, 
Byrde runs into multiple 
problems. This includes con-
fronting his wife about cheat-
ing when he sees a video of 
his wife and her lover and 
dealing with a portion of his 
8 million dollars being sto-
len by the Ozark locals, the 
Langmores. Byrde encoun-
ters the FBI as they visit the 
Ozarks to question him about 

the disappearance of his late 
partner, Bruce and his wife, 
Linda along with the oth-
ers that were killed by Del. 

The audience can ex-
pect an emotional roller-
coaster while waiting for 
Byrde and his family to make 
it through the mess that his 
partner places upon him as 
they fight for their lives and 
steer clear of legal issues. 

The creators of the 
show, Bill Dubuque and 
Mark Williams intended for 
this show to be a crime dra-
ma series. Jason Bateman, 
the actor that plays Byrde, 
serves as a director and exec-
utive producer for the series.

“Ozark” has been 
named one of the seven best 
new shows on Netflix as of 
April 2022 by Collider as 
the season 4 serves as the 
final installment for the se-
ries. The final half of the sea-
son was released in March 
and the final episodes will 
be released on April 29.. 

Photo Courtesy of Netflix 

Ozark’s Final 
Installment: 
Season 4
Taylor Blessett 
Contributing Writer
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SPORTS

 The UWG Wolves soft-
ball team had one of their biggest 
tests of the season in a weekend se-
ries against their rival Valdosta State.
  The teams played a dou-
bleheader on April 9 and con-
cluded the series on April 10.

The fourth ranked Blazers would 
sweep UWG, winning 6-5 and 14-6 on 
Saturday then 12-1 on Sunday afternoon.
  Valdosta State jumped out to an 
early 2-0 in Game 1 after scoring two runs 
in the top of the first inning. They added 
another run in the fourth to take a 3-0 lead.
  UWG would get on the board 
in the bottom of the fourth inning with 
a home run to center field by fresh-
man catcher Emma Bailey. The Blaz-
ers would immediately respond with 
three runs of their own in the top of 
the fifth inning giving them a 6-1 lead.
  Center fielder Hannah Scar-
brough would hit a home run to 
right field in the bottom half of the 
fifth to make it a 6-2 ballgame.
  UWG would begin to mount 
a comeback in the bottom of the sixth. 
Kristyn Nix scored a run in the bottom 
of the sixth after an error by Valdosta 
State allowed Alley Taylor to reach sec-

ond base. It would then be sophomore 
R.J Janke blasting a two-run home run in 
left-center field bringing the game to 6-5.
  That would be the end of the ral-
ly in Game 1 as Valdosta State would 
take the first game of the afternoon, 6-5.
  Sophomore Macy Ann McK-
night pitched all seven innings for 
UWG, allowing six hits, six earned runs 
with four strikeouts, and three walks.
  Game 2 was underway as Valdo-
sta State got off to scoring the first run 
with a home run in the second inning. The 
Wolves would respond with three runs of 
their own in the bottom half of the second.
  Senior Maddie Gorsuch hit a 
two-run shot to left field, bringing in 
Jacie Arrington. Kristyn Nix would 
also hit a home run to center field to 
give the Wolves an early 3-1 lead.
  The lead did not last long for 
the Wolves as Valdosta State batted 
around and scored eight runs in the top 
of the third inning making it a 9-3 game.
  The Wolves answered in the 
bottom of the fourth inning after a 
three-run home run to center field by 
R.J Janke, her second homer of the se-
ries. The 9-6 deficit was the closest the 
Wolves could make it as the Blazers 

knocked in five more runs in the top 
of the fifth en route to a 14-6 victory.
  Kaley Dowdy made the start for 
UWG in Game 2. She pitched 2.2 in-
nings, allowing four hits, seven earned 
runs, two strikeouts, and five walks.
  Emma Worley would come on 
in relief in the third inning. After two 
innings pitched, Worley gave up eight 
hits, seven earned runs and two walks.
  On a chilly Sunday afternoon, 
Game 3 of the weekend series was un-
derway. The Wolves would take the ear-
ly lead in the second inning after a solo 
home run by Jacie Arrington. That would 
be the only run scored by UWG on Sun-
day, surrendering three runs in the third, 
eight runs in the fourth, and one more run 
in the fifth to give the Blazers a 12-1 vic-
tory and a weekend sweep of their rivals.
  The Wolves fall to 11-24 (4-16 
Gulf South Conference) on the season and 
are currently on a nine game losing streak.
  They face a road trip on April 
12 with a doubleheader at Geor-
gia Southwestern and April 15-16 at 
Alabama Huntsville before return-
ing for a five game home stand on 
April 20, 23 and 24 versus Colum-
bus State and Mississippi College.

Photo Courtesy of UWG Athletics 

Wolves Softball 
Swept by Rival 
ValDOSTA STATE

Trevor Gonzales 
Contributing Writer

UWG Sports Get A 

New App For Social 

Media Promotion 
Emma Worley

Contributing Writer

 To better promote Uni-
versity of West Georgia athletes 
and their teams, UWG and the 
Gulf South Conference have part-
nered with a social media influ-
encer software called “INFLCR”. 
 Jared Boggus, Assistant Sports 
Information Director, met with three 
sports teams in the fall to soft launch 
the program and it will be used for 
all UWG sports teams beginning the 
fall 2022 and start of the 2023 season. 
 This new program not only 
allows the UWG Athletics to share 
content, but the athletes to share 
through their personal accounts. 
The amount of followers each ath-
lete has combined equals to be more 
than the UWG Athletics page has, 
meaning the content all the athletes 
post is reaching a larger audience. 
 “The goal of the INFLCR is to 
assist student-athletes in marketing 
themselves as a student and an ath-
lete,” said Boggus. This helps the stu-
dent-athletes create a social media 
presence and following that could 

help them both while in college and 
their professional lives after college.”
 “It also creates a symbolic re-
lationship between our department 
and the student-athletes,” continues 
Boggus. “Through INFLCR, we pro-
vide student-athletes with their pho-
tos and other assets they need to mar-
ket themselves which reaches more 
people than we can reach through the 
department’s social media channels.” 
 When new photos from team 
events are taken, they are put into 
the software and it runs facial rec-
ognition to tag the specific athlete. 
This photo can be seen by the athlete 
through “my media” under “explore 
more content”. From there they can 
link it with their Twitter or Instagram. 
 “The new INFLCR software 
will be a vital asset as it will allow us 
to deliver content directly to our stu-
dent-athletes, so they can better mar-
ket themselves, which in turn helps 
us better market their respective 
teams,” said Boggus. “Improved mar-
keting ultimately puts that team in 
front of more eyes and more people 
which in turn increases attendance, 
revenue and support for those teams.”
 Boggus explained the new 
software to the teams who are cur-

rently using it as a trial for next 
season. New photos are added af-
ter each home event, unless a 
team specifically has hired a pho-
tographer to travel with them. 
 This new program is open-
ing up a new world for the athletes. 
Currently they rely on a staff mem-
ber that manages their sports so-
cial media page to post content.
 Each team manages their so-
cial media pages differently but IN-
FLCR gives each athlete the equal 
opportunity to market themselves 
and their team. Currently certain 
teams have hired members to be on 
their staff to promote their athletes 
and those who don’t rely on the de-
partment staff to post on the main 
account. This has given the idea that 
some teams are promoted more than 
others on purpose but this is not 
the case since some have hired staff 
to manage their own promotion.
 INFLCR is going to allow 
better exposure for the athletes and 
each team will begin to equally be 
promoted. The goal of the app is so 
that athletes can “tell their story” and 
UWG is now giving their athletes 
this ability by implementing this 
app through each athletics program.


